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AN ACT
AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES TO AWARD GRANTS TO ASSIST BARANGAYS IN COMPLYING 
WITH ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS. AND AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 
PENALTY AMOUNTS COLLECTED UNDER LAWS TO FINANCE THE GRANTS

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 16, provides:

The State shall protect and advance the right of the people to a 
balanced and healtliful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of 
nature.

The recent devastations attributed to climate change opened the eyes of the world 

to the necessity of protecting our environment. In reaction to this growing concern, our 

country has enacted laws on the national and local levels establishing a more proactive 

approach to protect the environment and mitigate the effects of human activities.

However, protecting the environment seems to always take the backseat to our 

continuous struggle to fight corruption and alleviate poverty. As an effect, compliance to 

existing laws is neglected due to the lack of funds. There needs to be a bill that will 

provide for an alternative and/or complementary source of funding for compliance to 

environmental law to ensure that even though such efforts are given a small share in local 

government funding, the barangays will be empowered to be in the forefront of protecting 

the environment.








