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AN ACT
IMPROVING THE ACCURACY OF EYEWITNESS IDENTIFICATIONS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Eyewitness testimony is powerful evidence in a courtroom, but it is not error- 

proof. In fact, misidcntifications are the leading cause of wrongful convictions overturned 

by DNA testing. This infonnation is contained in a July 2009 report released by the 

Innocence Project, an organization based in the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law at 

Yeshiva University, New York, U.S.A.

The findings in “Reevaluating Lineups: Why Witnesses Make Mistakes and How 

to Reduce the Chance of a Misidcntification,” include:

• 240 people, serving an average of 12 years in prison, have been exonerated 

through DNA testing in the United States, and 75% of those wrongful 

convictions (179 individual cases as of this report) involved eyewitness 

misidentification.

• In 38% of the misidentification cases, multiple eyewitnesses misidentified the 

same innocent person.

• Over 250 witnesses misidentified innocent suspects.

• 53% percent of the misidentification cases (among those where race is known) 

involved cross-racial misidcntifications.
























