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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A PILOT PROGRAM PROVIDING FOR GRANTS TO 

ENCOURAGE ELIGIBLE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO 
ESTABLISH AND OPERATE OFFICES FOR PREGNANT AND PARENTING 

STUDENT SERVICES FOR PREGNANT STUDENTS, PARENTING STUDENTS, 
PROSPECTIVE PARENTING STUDENTS WHO ARE ANTICIPATING A BIRTH 
OR ADOPTION. AND STUDENTS WHO ARE PLACING OR HAVE PLACED A

CHILD FOR ADOPTION

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 12 provides that:

Sec. 12. The State recognizes the sanctity of family life 
and shall protect and strengthen the family as a basic 
autonomous social institution. It shall equally protect the life 
of the mother and the life of the unborn from conception. The 
natural and primary right and duty of parents in the rearing of 
the youth for civic efficiency and the development of moral 
character shall receive the support of the Government.

Student parents have been increasing in numbers over the past few years. This 

phenomenon is highly attributed to teen pregnancy. A recent World Bank Report includes 

the Philippines as one of the 10 countries with increasing rates of teen pregnancy. Bishop 

Evangelista o f the Diocese of Boac in Marinduque said the media's emphasis on sex had 

encouraged early sexual activity among teenagers.1

However, instead of debating the cause of these incidents, we need to help the 

young parents who need our guidance and assistance to stay in school and pursue their 

dreams in spile of their unplanned parenthood. A program that educates these student 

parents will go a long way in reaching out to them and keeping them in school where

1 Bishop blames media, Internet for Increased teen pregnancy. 26 September 2008. GMANews.tv
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