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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR A MANDATORY PERIOD TO RELOCATE SQUATTERS. 

GRANTING DISTURBANCE FEES TO OWNERS OF ILLEGALLY OCCUPIED
RESIDENTIAL LAND

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The severe lack of affordable housing in the Philippines greatly contributed to the 

proliferation of squatters in the urban areas, particularly in Metro Manila. The squatting 

problem was considered one of our major problems that the Marcos regime issued 

Presidential Decree No. 772, which made squatting unlawful. However, notwithstanding 

the existence of the Anti-Squatting Law, the problem on squatting ‘continued. It is thus 

quite perplexing that even before giving protection to the legitimate landowners, 

Republic Act No. 7279, otherwise known as the Urban Development and Housing Act of 

1992, was passed discouraging the eviction and demolition of illegal dwellings. R.A. No. 

7279 also mandates the local government units, in coordination with national housing 

agencies, to provide squatters adequate relocation and financial' assistance should 

relocation not be possible within a specific period. It also prohibits the construction of 

illegal dwellings but this provision would simply become a writing on the wall because

Republic Act No. 8386 decriminalized squatting giving formidable strength to squatters'
»

rights.

The noble objectives of these social legislations are primarily to protect the rights 

of the underprivileged and homeless citizens but no protection has been granted to 

legitimate land titleholders. The issue of relocating or resettling the squatters has become
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