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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A NATIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE 

FOR CHARACTER EDUCATION

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 13, provides:

The State recognizes the vital role of the youtli in nation-building 
and shall promote and protect their physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual 
and social wellbeing. It shall inculcate in the youth patriotism and 
nationalism, and encourage their involvement in public and civic affairs.

It is vitally important for school systems to ensure that tlieir students understand, 

care about, and act upon ethical values, such as honesty, fairness, responsibility, and 

respect for self and others.

Schools adopting intentional comprehensive approaches to character education 

develop moral and ethical values in their students and promote a more compassionate and 

responsible society. Students are less prone to violence and substance abuse, and are 

more community minded, and often more committed and successful academically when 

character education programs have been implemented.

An increasing number of schools and districts are taking steps to incorporate 

character education into their classrooms and school cultures. They need information on 

best practices, effective curricula, quality programs, criteria for assessing programs, and 

cost-effective opportunities to network nationally with each other, especially through 

electronic means.












