
SIXTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE ) 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES ) 
Third Regular Session )

S E N A T E

P. S. Resolution No. 1 7 3 7

Introduced by Senator JUAN PONCE ENRILE

tr
r r r f fa ry

16 APR -4 P4 20

l lK C C IV f ;h  IS Y ;_ y ] /_

A RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEES TO CONDUCT AN 
INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, INTO THE ALLEGED ILLEGAL 
EXPORTATION OR SMUGGLING OUT OF WHOLE COCONUTS IN 
VIOLATION OF EXISTING LAWS, TO DETERMINE THE EFFECTIVENESS 
OF THE POLICY FRAMEWORKS CURRENTLY IN PLACE, WITH THE END 
IN VIEW OF FURTHER STRENGTHENING OUR LAWS AGAINST 
SMUGGLING AND TO ENSURE THE CONTINUED VIABILITY OF THE 
COCONUT INDUSTRY

WHEREAS, coconut-based products, e.g., crude and refined coconut oil, virgin 
coconut oil, coir, glycerin, coconut desiccated products and other related or high-value 
products continue to be one of the top agricultural exports of the country;

WHEREAS, the Philippines remains the second biggest exporter of coconut- 
based products in the world, and in 2014, exports by the country of these products had 
averaged to at least US$ 750 Million annually in the last three (3) years;

WHEREAS, the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) was established by virtue 
of Republic Act No, 1145 to ensure the steady and orderly development of the coconut 
industry, and to stabilize and strengthen its position in the world markets; to promote the 
effective merchandising of copra, coconut oil, coconut products and by-products in the 
domestic and foreign markets so that those who are engaged in the coconut industry will 
achieve economic security; and, to regulate the marketing and exportation of copra’by 
establishing standards for domestic trade and export, among others;

WHEREAS, then President Ferdinand E. Marcos issued Presidential Decree 930 
(1976) to simplify the export procedure and documentation necessary to expedite the 
process as well as Executive Order 1016 (1985) mandating that all inspection, 
commodity and export clearance requirements on the Philippine commodity exports are 
dispensed witli, except those covering items which are banned for exports, among others;

WHEREAS, E.O. 1016 (1985) created an Inter-Agency Committee (lAC) 
mandated to annually update the List of Prohibited and Regulated Products for Export, 
which is implemented by the Bureau of Customs (BoC). Based on such list, matured 
coconuts and coconut seedlings are products prohibited for export;




