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INTRODUCED BY SENATOR VICENTE C. SOTTO III

AN ACT
AMENDING SECTION 1 O F REPUBLIC ACT NO. 5 3 , OTHERW ISE 
KNOWN AS "AN ACT TO EXEM PT TH E PUBLISHER, ED ITO R OR 

REPO RTER O F ANY PUBLICATION FROM  REVEALING TH E SOURCE 
O F PUBLISHED NEWS O R INFORMATION OBTAINED IN

CONFIDENCE”

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Republic Act No. 53, otherwise known as “An Act to Exempt the 
Publisher, Editor or Reporter of any Publication from Revealing the 
Source of Published News or Information Obtained in Confidence” was 
passed in 1946 upon the proposal of the late Senator Vicente Yap Sotto 
when dissemination of news and investigative reports was not as 
sophisticated as it is today.

Technology has advanced by leaps and bounds and with it, the 
expansion of the coverage of mass media where news and investigative 
reports are not only broadcast through the print media, but also through 
radio, television, cable and the internet. The law was conceived at a time 
when today's technology was unthinkable. Nonetheless, the purpose of 
the law of protecting and enhancing the freedom of the press, so as to 
inform the public of current events and issues that affect their lives, 
remains relevant and important.








