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E xplanatory Note

This bill seeks to institu tionalize a  na tional land  u se  policy to en su re  a  
rational, holistic, an d  ju s t  allocation, utilization, m anagem ent an d  developm ent 
of the coun try ’s land  resources. According to the  U nited N ations Conference on 
H um an S ettlem ents (1976), land , because  of its un ique  n a tu re  an d  the  crucial 
role it plays in  h u m an  se ttlem ents, canno t be trea ted  a s  an  ord inary  asse t, 
controlled by individuals an d  sub ject to the  p ressu re s  an d  inefficiencies of the 
m arket. Private land  ow nership  is also a  principal instr*ument of accum ulation  
and  concentra tion  of w ealth  an d  therefore con tribu tes to social in justice; if 
unchecked, it m ay becom e a  m ajor obstacle in the  p lanning  and  
im plem entation of developm ent schem es. Social ju stice , u rb a n  renew al and  
development, the  provision of decent dwellings an d  healthy  conditions for the 
people can  only be achieved if land  is u sed  in the  in te res ts  of society a s  a 
whole.

In the Philippines, there  are  various laws passed  to ad d ress  the  need for sound  
land use. The Forestry  Reform Code of 1975, the  C om prehensive Agrarian 
Reform Law (1988), Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act of 1997, an d  the  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries M odernization Act of 1997 have all been im plem ented th rough  
the years to en su re  th a t  the  30 ,001 ,563  hectares (2004) to tal land  a rea  of the 
country  is utilized properly. However, due to the  presence of different 
stakeholders in the  u se  of land  and  the lack of a  na tional land  u se  policy 
framework, the  u se  of land  in ou r country  rem ains chaotic  an d  breeds 
environm ental degradation.

The bill seeks to ad d re ss  those  concerns by m andating  the  form ulation of a 
National Fram ew ork for Physical P lanning (NFPP) w hich shall serve a s  the 
general long-term  fram ew ork for spatia l developm ent d irections of the  entire 
country  and  shall provide analytical param eters for p lanned  allocation, u se  and  
m anagem ent of the  coun try  s land  an d  o ther physical resources. A centralized 
body called the  Land Use Policy Council com posed of various governm ent 
agencies involved in land  u se  shall be created to form ulate, periodically update , 
and  irnplem ent the  said  p lan  an d  to coordinate with, a ss is t, and  m onitor the 
com pliance of local governm ent u n its  (LGUs) in p lanning , developing, and  
im plem enting the ir respective com prehensive land  u se  p lan  u n d e r th is  bill.

U nder th is proposed m easure , land  is classified according to use:

1.) Protection land use which shall refer to the use of land primarily for rehabilitation, 
conservation, and protection purpose, and the  p ro m o tio n  of the country’s ecological
































































