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AN ACT
CREATING THE MINDANAO RAILWAYS CORPORATION,
PRESCRIBING ITS POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES, AND
PROVIDING FOR THE NECESSARY FUNDS FOR ITS OPERATION

Mindanao is seen as a key driver of our country’s economic growth, being the country’s
second biggest island grouping and home to more than 21.5 million people including 27
indigenous communities. Mindanao’s population already comprises a quarter of the country’s
total population. It holds great promise for agriculture and industrial development—as well as
abundant mineral resources valued at around $310 billion. There is also vast potential for
renewable energy such as in biomass, ocean energy and wind power.
Based on the National Economic Development Authority’s (NEDA) Mindanao Strategic
Framework 2010-2020, Mindanao is envisioned to be a peaceful and socially-inclusive
community with a strong, sustainable and competitive economy that will be responsive to local
and global opportunities. A world-class, extensive railway system throughout the island would
greatly help realize this bright vision.
This bill seeks to establish a Mindanao Raiiways Corporation that will own and operate
such a system that could possibly be comprised of railroads, tramways and other kinds of land
transportation. The Corporation will see to it that there will be a considerable increase in the
mobility of our Mindanaoan fellowmen. It will connect at first booming major urban centers and
provincial capitals such as Davao City, lligan City, Cagayan de Oro City, Zamboanga City,
Cotabato City, Marawi City, Pagadian City, and Dipolog and eventually cover as many
Mindanaoan communities as possible.
We are convinced that the creation of the Mindanao Railways Corporation will pave the
way to Mindanao’s development and accelerate economic activity to immensely benefit traders
and businessmen—and ultimately the entire country.
In view of the foregoing reasons, approval of this bill is earnestly requested.
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