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AN ACT EXPANDING THE USE OF THE LEGAL ASSISTANCE FUND, 
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 26 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8042, 

OTHERWISE KNOWN AS "THE MIGRANT WORKERS AND OVERSEAS 
FILIPINOS ACT OF 1995", AS AMENDED

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Philippine Constitution, Article XIII, Section 3 thereof, states that:

The State shall afford full protection to labor, local and overseas, 
organized and unorganized, and promote full employment and equality of 
employment opportunities fo r all.

Furthermore, under Article II, Section 18, to wit:

The State affirms labor as a  primary social economic force. It shall 
protect the rights o f workers and promote their welfare.

According to the latest survey by the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) covering 
the period of April to September 2015, the number of Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) 
who worked abroad was estimated at 2.4 million, 97.1% of which are Overseas Contract 
Workers (OCWs) or those with existing work contract.1

Despite the number of our OFWs and while we recognize the significant contribution 
of OFWs to the national economy through their foreign exchange remittances, the protection 
to our Filipino migrant workers remains inadequate.

Republic Act No. 8042 (R.A. 8042), also known as the "Migrant Workers and 
Overseas Filipinos Act of 1995", was enacted to protect and promote the rights and welfare 
of Filipino migrant workers which was later on amended by Republic Act 10022. This Act 
avers the establishment of the Legal Assistance Fund for migrant workers.
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