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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR A FULL TUITION FEE SUBSIDY FOR STUDENTS ENROLLED IN STATE 

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES (SUCs), AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREOF

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In the Philippines, 2 out of 5 high school graduates do not pursue tertiary 
education, hindered by the high tuition fees in addition to miscellaneous expenses 
incurred while studying. After spending many years working hard to make ends meet 
in order to put their children through school to obtain a high school diploma, it is 
often a disappointment to students who face the choice between working to help 
their family or sacrificing the education of other siblings so that one may be sent to 
college.

In line with the mandate of our Constitution, the State must uphold the right 
of all citizens to quality education at all levels. This bill seeks to make tertiary 
education in all State Universities and Colleges free of tuition for its students and 
fully subsidized by government.

Tertiary education is a valuable key that can help Filipino families break out 
of the poverty cycle, as families headed by tertiary degree holders earn, on average, 
two times as much as families who do not have postsecondary education.

However, higher education is often only available to middle-income families 
who can afford the high tuition fees and extra costs. As a result, these families 
continue to reap the benefits of obtaining a postsecondary education while poor 
families continue struggling to reach beyond their current economic situation.

In a nation with glaring income and educational inequality, the provision of 
tuition-free college education will be one great leap toward developing our fragile 
democracy. By unlocking this opportunity, poor and low-income families stand to 
benefit the most and will be empowered both economically and socially to be able 
to fully participate in our democratic nation.










