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AN ACT TO IMPOSE THE DEATH PENALTY ON THE HEINOUS CRIME OF
KIDNAPPING, AMENDING FO R THAT PURPOSE THE REVISED PENAL LAWS,
AS AMENDED, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives o f the Philippines in Congress
assembled:
EXPLANATORY NOTE:

The recent upsurge in the killing of kidnap victims by terrorists, and the continuing
distress of Filipinos across social classes over the safety of their family members from kidnap
for ransom gangs demand prompt action.
Kidnapping crimes, and especially those made for ransom, exchange priceless lives
for a lesser interest. Kidnappers victimize not only the wealthy, but with increasing incidents
now, even the ordinary families. At times, kidnapping leads to other crimes, including the
violation of the chastity or killing of victims.
The menace of kidnapping for ransom has also resulted into an international concern
for the Philippines as domestic terror groups endanger foreign nationals in their effort to get
money that can fund more nefarious activities. It has brought shame to the country, and
caused foreigners, even those with intentions to help our people, to seriously think over their
travel to the Philippines.
The State is bound to secure its people, and foreign expatriates and tourists that it
hosts, from the threat of kidnappers. They cannot be allowed to live and work in fear of the
criminals.
Against the terrorist kidnappers, the State must strengthen its no-ransom policy with a
deterring enactment that clearly imposes a penalty approximating the value o f the lives that
the crime endangers.
Therefore, the present bill is being filed separate from similarly intended bills for
other kinds of crimes in order for the bill to be addressed promptly and independent of more
lengthy discussion of other crimes.
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