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AN ACT TO ABOLISH THE PENALTY OF IMPRISONMENT IN LIBEL 
CASES, TO MAKE ANY DISCUSSION OF ANY MATTER OF PUBLIC 

CONCERN, OR CRITICISM OF OFFICIAL CONDUCT PRIVILEGED, AND TO 
PROPERLY DETERMINE THE VENUE OF CASES 

AND PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR LIBEL,
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE ARTICLES 354, 355, 357, 36o AND 361 OF 

ACT NO. 3815, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE REVISED 
PENAL CODE, AND SECTION 4 (c) (4), CHAPTER II OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 

10175, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS CYBERCRIME PREVENTION ACT OF 
2012, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Media should be encouraged to perform their social responsibility of exposing 
misconduct without fear of being harassed through the arbitrary filing of libel cases 
against them. Upholding press freedom as an institution for checks and balances is 
crucial to a strong and robust democracy.

This bill seeks to remove the penalty of imprisonment in cases of libel as it 
constitutes a prior restraint upon our people’s freedom of expression, especially among 
members of the media who serve as watchdogs against wrongdoings in government and 
society. Further amendments are introduced to pinpoint the persons actually 
responsible for a defamatory material, and to properly determine the venue for filing of 
a criminal case for libel, and a civil action .for damages arising from a defamatory 
material.

However, the crime of libel cannot go unpunished especially in instances of 
absolutely malicious remarks that damage the honor and reputation of private 
individuals. As such, this bill also seeks to retain and increase fine as a penalty.

Under this bill, discussions of matters of public concern and criticisms of official 
conduct are considered qualifiedly privileged. This means that allegations, even if


















