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S. B. No. 209

Introduced by SENATOR JOEL “TESDAMAN” VILLANUEVA

AN ACT DECLARING THE TWENTY-FIFTH DAY OF AUGUST 
OF EVERY YEAR AS THE NATIONAL TECH-VOC DAY

EXPLANATORY NOTE

For the past six years, over 10,000,000 Filipinos graduated in various tech-voc 
courses, majority of them found employment locally and abroad.

Since the creation of the Technical Education and Skills Development 
Authority (TESDA) on August 25, 1994, technical vocational education and training 
(tech-voc) in the Philippines has undergone major transformation. Today, it is 
recognized as an important pillar in the country’s overall human resources 
developm ent strategy because it is rapid, flexible, jobs-oriented, competency-based 
and can easily lead people to jobs.

In fact, tech-voc graduates are the face of highly competent, globally competitive 
and world-class Filipino workers. Hence, tech-voc can be the first option, not just the 
fallback choice, because graduates are trained with the relevant skills that businesses 
need right now.

Not a long time ago, the “tech-voc lang” mentality caused a second-rate status to 
tech-voc graduates. But with the government’s massive information campaign, 
expansion of scholarship programs, private sector engagement, and quality-assured 
systems, Filipinos have changed their outlook about tech-voc. Almost 2,000,000 
Filipinos enrol in various tech-voc courses every year which opened up a lot of 
opportunities for them in terms of employment and livelihood.

1






