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AN ACT
PROMOTING THE REHABILITATION AND REVITALIZATION OF THE 
PHILIPPINE NATIONAL RAILWAYS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 4156, AS AMENDED, ENTITLED “AN ACT 
CREATING THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL RAILWAYS, PRESCRIBING 
ITS POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES, AND PROVIDING FOR THE 

NECESSARY FUNDS FOR ITS OPERATION”

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In its early years, the Philippine National Railways (PNR), popularly referred 
to as the “Bicol Express”, had proven to be the primary, reliable and steadfast means 
of land transportation from Manila to CALABARZON and the Bicol Region. It also 
paved the way for the economic development of these regions, delivering people, 
goods and services via its trains.

Formerly known as the Manila Railroad Company during the American 
period, the PNR was later institutionalized by virtue of Republic Act No. 4156. This 
law has undergone amendments, the most recent was Republic Act No. 10638 which 
extended the corporate life of PNR for another fifty (50) years.

But throughout the years, the PNR has fallen into disrepair and neglect. The 
government needs to address with urgency the continuous deterioration of the PNR.

This bill proposes the rehabilitation of the PNR through a joint venture with 
the private sector. With this laudable partnership, the maintenance and upkeep of 
the PNR trains can be undertaken expeditiously and efficiently.

This bill was originally filed by Vice President Maria Leonor Robredo when 
she was the Representative of the 3rd District of Camarines Sur in the 16th Congress. 
Likewise, a related measure on the revitalization, rehabilitation and modernization of 
the PNR was filed in the Senate by Senator Joseph Victor Ejercito.

A vehicle toward economic progress, the PNR does not only serve as a railroad 
and transportation system. An indispensable element to infrastructure connectivity, 
its rehabilitation will impact not only the daily lives of Filipino commuters, but also 
the whole country.


















