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In tro d u c e d  by  SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT GRANTING FISCAL INCENTIVES TO MEDIA ENTITIES 
DEVOTING AIRTIME AND SPACE TO EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR 
CHILDREN, AND TO ADVERTISERS OR SPONSORS SUPPORTING SUCH 
PROGRAMS, AND FO R OTHER PURPOSES

E xplanatory  Note

Republic Act No. 8370, otherw ise know n as the  “Children’s  Television Act o f 
1997 w as enacted  to prom ote an d  encourage the  p roduction  and  
broadcasting  of developm entally-appropriate television program s for 
children th rough  the  adm in istra tion  of a  na tional endow m ent fund for 
ch ild ren’s television.

Despite th is  law, there  a re  still less child-friendly p rogram s on television 
w ith no law p assed  to encourage the  production  of films th a t  especially cater 
to children in o u r country . This m u st be b rough t ab o u t by the  heavy taxes 
im posed on m ass  m edia.

It is therefore im perative th a t the  S tate  in tervenes in the  form of relevant 
legislation to encourage m edia entities to invest in  o u r ch ild ren ’s fu tu re  
th rough  the  p roduction  of educational p rogram s th a t w ould m ake quality  
education  accessible th ru  m ass m edia.

This bill a im s to accom plish  th a t by exem pting equ ipm ent, tools for 
production, an d  tran sp o rta tio n  an d  com m unication  facilities to be u sed  
actually, directly an d  exclusively for educational pu rp o ses by m edia, paying 
du ty  and  in te rna l revenue tax.

U nder th is  proposed m easu re , the  n e t incom e derived from  educational 
program s an d  pub lications shall be tax-exem pt for five years from the s ta r t 
of its  in itial operation  or un til the  p roducer an d  p u b lish er shall have 
a tta ined  reasonab le  re tu rn  of investm ent.

In view of the  foregoing, the  im m ediately passage  of th is  bill is earnestly  
sought.
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