
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS )
REPUBLIC O P THE PHILIPPINES )
First Regular Session )

iiiiss S n ia t r
of Itis’ i^crTrlnryi

'16 JUL18 P6 -21

S E N A T E

S.B. No. ^ 0 2
Hi f : i \  h i)  BY:

In tro d u c e d  b y  SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT PROVIDING FO R SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

This bill mandates the development and adoption of a sustainable forest management 
strategy based on rational allocation of forestland uses and promotion of land use 
practices that increase productivity and conserve soil, water, and other forestland 
resources, as well as the protection of existing forest resources and conservation of 
biodiversity, rehabilitation or development of denuded areas to expand the forest 
resource base and promote food production activities.

This bill seeks to establish a plan for sustainable forest management guided by the 
following principles:

1. Watershed as the basic forestland management unit. - Forestlands shall be 
conserved, developed, and memaged, utilizing watershed as the basic 
management unit and under the concepts of sustainable and multiple-use 
management. Including the conservation of biodiversity:

2. Multi-sectoral participation in sustainable forestland conservation, 
management, and development shall be promoted. Equitable sharing of the 
benefits derived from forestlands shall be ensured:

3. Community-based forest management (CBFM) as a principal strategy. - Vesting 
access rights 2ind responsibilities to forest resident families, local communities, 
and indigenous peoples to undertake the management of appropriate forestland 
resources on a sustainable basis shall have precedence over other strategies;

4. Protection of forestlands and natural resources as priority concern in order to 
ensure environmental stability, enhance biological diversity, increase 
productivity, and provide economic benefits;

5. Economic and ecological reforestation shall be a priority to rehabilitate denuded 
and degraded forestlands;

6. Security of tenure of stakeholders and equitable access to forest resources; and
7. Professionadlsm in forest service. - A dynamic, professional and people-oriented 

forest service shall be established and fully supported by the government.

This proposed measure alms to ensure that our forests meet the needs of the present 
generation without compromising the ability of the future generations to meet their 
own needs. Thus, immediate passage of this bill is earnestly requested.

LEGARDA
Senator


























































