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S. No. 501
Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
TO STRENGTHEN, PROFESSIONALIZE AND MODERNIZE THE PHILIPPINE 
IMMIGRATION SYSTEM, REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE COMMONWEALTH 
ACT 613, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE PHILIPPINE IMMIGRATION ACT OF 
1940, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Bureau of Immigration came into existence upon the passage of Commonwealth Act No. 613, or 
the "Philippine Immigration Act of 1940". This law governs the entry and admission of foreigners into 
the Philippines. Though amendments were introduced to this Act, there is a pressing need to 
modernize the Bureau of Immigration to become more responsive to the challenges brought about by 
the advancement in science and technology, and attuned to the current needs especially with the onset 
of globalization, transnational crimes, and human trafficking.

Recognizing the need for a "modem, efficient and professionalized" Philippine Immigration Service, 
this bill seeks to reorganize the Bureau of Immigration by defining the functions of the departments 
under it as well as to modernize the systems and procedures on immigration in our country. It also 
seeks to create the Commission on Immigration and strengthen its function as gatekeeper and a 
primary economic agent taking into account the duty to safeguard the country's national borders while 
fostering investments.

The proposed measure also calls for the creation of more visa categories and privileges for foreign 
investors, providing a more friendly business environment conducive to attracting and increasing 
foreign investments into the country.

Moreover, this bill seeks to expand the classification of disqualified aliens and the imposition of 
penalties for aliens involved in syndicated criminal activities to enhance national security and ensure 
the safety of Filipinos.

It is hoped that through the said modernization, businessmen will be attracted, thereby contributing to 
the much needed investments in the country, rendering the agency as an effective agent of economic 
development.

In view of the foregoing, immediate approval of this measure is earnestly sought.
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