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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF ALL OBJECTS 
UNDERWATER CULTURAL HERITAGE IN PHILIPPINE WATERS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Underwater eultural heritage is an integral part of the Filipinos' national pride. It is 
particularly an important element in our history and our relationship with other countries as 
well. Experts, however, calculate that indiscriminate diggings and underwater explorations 
have exposed our cultural and historical sites to desecration and our priceless cultural 
artifacts to destruction.

This bill, therefore, seeks to protect and conserve future underwater archeological discoveries 
by providing a statutory mechanism for a pemiit system on underwater exploration and 
excavation, and assigning the National Museum as the lead agency in implementing the 
provisions of this Act.

Some salient features of this bill are as follows:

1. The Director of the National Museum shall be given powers to implement 
guidelines and issue permits to explore or excavate any underwater site for 
protected underwater cultural properties in Philippine Waters.

2. It outlaws diving, marking, use of explosives other than shaped charges, and 
use of a pressure air hose, water hose or vacuum hose within a protected zone 
or a non-protected zone to recover objects of underwater cultural heritage.

3. Any person who discovers, by chance, any object of underwater cultural 
heritage is obliged to report his/her find to the National Museum or any of its 
branches within seven days from knowledge of its potential scientific, cultural, 
archaeological, paleontological or historical value.

In view of the foregoing, approval of this bill is strongly recommended.
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