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AN ACT
TO REQUIRE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABELING ON PRESCRIPTION AND 
OVER-THE-COUNTER DRUGS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article XIII, Section 12 of the Constitution provides the establisliment and maintenance of an 
effective food and drug regulatory system. It also emphasized the role of the State to 
undertake appropriate health, manpower development, and research that works for the 
advantage of the people.

With recent reports about the threats brought about by the products entering the country, it 
could not be concealed that the Filipino consumers need more protection from the 
government.

Laws in the United States deem a drug to be misbranded unless the labeling of such drug lists 
the identity of the country of manufacture of each active ingredient and each inactive 
ingredient of the drug, which is listed in descending order based on the percentage of the 
number of such ingredient in the final dosage form manufactured in such countries.

A law that guards the citizens of our countiy from potential risks caused by medications from 
other countries is a necessity. Labeling, for one, can provide infonnation concerning possible 
damage of imported medicines to consumers.

Intending to improve the labeling standards in view of protecting the health of Filipino 
citizens, this bill intends to require country of origin labeling on prescription and over-the- 
counter drugs.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate approval of this bill is earnestly sought.

ANTOWlQ^‘SONIW” F. TI^ILLANES IV
• Senator






