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RESOLUTION
URGING A REVIEW OF EXISTING GOVERNMENT INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
INVESTMENTS IN INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY, 
WITH THE END IN VIEW OF REALIZING THE FULL POTENTIALS OF THE 
INDUSTRY, ADDRESSING THE SLOW INTERNET SPEED IN THE COUNTRY AND 
SUSTAIN ECONOMIC GROWTH

Whereas, Article II, Section 24 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution declares that “[t]he 
State recognizes the vital role of communication and information in nation-building”;

Whereas, Article III, Section 4 states that “[n]o law shall be passed abridging the freedom 
of speech, of expression, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and 
petition the government for redress of grievances”;

Whereas, Article XVI, Section 10 of the Constitution affirms that “[t]he State shall provide 
the policy environment for the full development of Filipino capability and the emergence of 
communication structures suitable to the needs and aspirations of the nation and the balanced flow 
of information into, out of, and across the country, in accordance with a policy that respects the 
freedom of speech and of the press”;

Whereas, in 2011, the United Nations (UNI recognized Internet access as a human right. A 
report by the UN Human Rights Council’s 17th session imderscored the “unique and 
transformative" nature of the Internet, allowing individuals to exercise a range of human rights and 
to promote the progress of society as a whole1;

Whereas, the UN report said that “the Internet has become a key means by which 
individuals can exercise their right to freedom of opinion and expression, as guaranteed by article 
19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights”;

Whereas, the UN report encouraged states to inelude Internet literacy skills in school 
curricula, and support similar learning modules outside of schools;

Whereas, the Philippines has been lagging in terms of average Internet download speed 
globally and in the ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) region.

Whereas, the Philippines the second slowest average download speed among 22 Asian 
countries, according to United States-based global Internet metrics provider Ookla2, with a speed 
of 3.64 Megabytes per second (Mbps), just well above war-tom Afghanistan with 2.52 Mbps;

1 F ra n k  La R ue , R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S p e c ia l R a p p o r te u r  o n  th e  p r o m o t io n  a n d  p r o te c t io n  o f  t h e  r ig h t  t o  f r e e d o m  o f  

o p in io n  a n d  e x p re s s io n , 1 7 th s e s s io n  o f  t h e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  H u m a n  R ig h ts  C o u n c il,  p . l

2G M A  N e w s  O n lin e ,  M a y  1 9 , 2 0 1 5 . "L IS T : P h il ip p in e s  ra n k s  2 1 s t o f  2 2  A s ia n  c o u n t r ie s  in  In t e r n e t  d o w n lo a d  s p e e d ."




