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Introduced by Senator Ralph G. Recto

A RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEES TO CONDUCT AN 
INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE PROPRIETY OF GRANTING 
SPECIAL OR EMERGENCY POWERS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
THE PHILIPPINES TO IMMEDIATELY SOLVE THE WORSENING TRAFFIC 
CONGESTION IN METRO MANILA AND SURROUNDING PROVINCES

WHEREAS, the 1987 Constitution provides that in times of war or other national 
emergency, Congress may, by law, authorize the President, for a limited period and subject to 
certain conditions, to exercise powers neeessary and proper to earry out a declared national 
poliey;

WHEREAS, residents and motorists in Metro Manila and surrounding provinces 
experience horrendous traffic congestion on a daily basis;

WHEREAS, Metro Manila continues to be the top contributor to the country’s economy 
based on the 2014 statistics presented by the Philippine Statisties Authority (PSA) posting a 37% 
share to the country’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP);

WHEREAS, the Roadmap Study conducted by the Japan International Cooperation 
Ageney (JICA) estimates that Metro Manila’s traffie jams are costing the Philippine economy 
P2.4 billion a day or almost P900 billion a year in potential income, a figure which could balloon 
up to P6 billion a day or P180 billion a year by 20301;

WHEREAS, the objective of the Roadmap Study was to formulate a Transportation 
Infrastructure Roadmap for a sustainable development of Metro Manila and its surrounding 
areas;

WHEREAS, the Roadmap Study ineluded proposals that can help reduce traffic 
congestion, remove barriers for seamless mobility, lower the eost of transportation for low- 
ineome groups and deerease air pollution.

WHEREAS, the proposals include: a) integration of a mass-transit network; b) an 
integrated network of developed urban expressways; c) modernization of road-based public 
transport system; and d) strengthening of the traffic management program.

WHEREAS, the short-term projects proposed by JICA are as follows: a) rehabilitation of 
main urban roads and to develop secondary roads in peri-urban areas; b) completion of NLEX- 
SLEX connector including the provision of access to port areas; c) as for urban rail, the 
Government must finalize the overall metropolitan urban rail network system plan by looking

1 "Roadmap fo r Transport Infrastructure Development fo r Metro Manila and its Surrounding Areas (Region III 
and Region IV-A)“, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). Study Period: March 2013-March 2014.
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