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Introduced by Senator FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO

AN ACT
MODIFYING THE DEFINITION OF THE CRIMES OF RAPE, 

QUALIFIED SEDUCTION AND SIMPLE SEDUCTION INVOLVING MINOR 
CHILDREN AND RATIONALIZING THE PENALTIES THEREFOR, AMENDING 

FOR THE PURPOSE CERTAIN SECTIONS OF ACT NO. 3815, AS AMENDED, 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE REVISED PENAL CODE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Pursuant to the obligation of the Philippines under the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, this bill amends the provision of the Penal Code by raising the minimum 
age of consent to determine statutory rape to below 16 years of age. In this regard, it 
amends or repeals the other provisions of the Penal Code, as well as special laws with 
the attempt to address the disparity in the treatment of those persons who are below 
twelve (12) years old and those twelve (12) years but below 18 years of age.

A comparative observation of other countries' laws around the world shows that 
the Philippines has one of the lowest minimum age for determining statutory rape.

This bill also seeks to rationalize the penalties for rape, qualified seduction and 
simple seduction.

FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO










