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AN ACT
PROVIDING FREE WI-FI INTERNET ACCESS IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS, TRANSPORT 
TERMINALS AND PARKS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

The National Capital Region (NCR) has been ranked the 2nd best outsourcing destination in the 
world after Bangalore, India.1 The Infomiation Technology-Business Process Outsourcing (IT-BPO) 
sector remains vibrant and progressive, signaling the importance of the Internet in the Philippine capital 
and the economy.

However, wireless internet connection is difficult to locate and acquire. In the May 2015 Ookla 
Household Speed Index test, the Philippines' Internet Speed of 3.64 Mbps ranks 176th out of the 202 
countries included, way below the global average of 23.3 Mbps, and 2nd to the lowest in Asia, next to 
Afghanistan.2 This is a clear reflection of the low priority given to broadband internet infrastructure in 
the country.

Despite having a Philippine Digital Strategy (PDS) 2011-2016, the establislmient of a broadband 
internet infrastructure policy for the Philippines, which could mean internet for all, seems to have been 
pushed back with regard to importance.

In line with the goal of the PDS to establish a Universal Aceess and Service Fund (UASF), a 
financing instrument that can be sourced from the Spectrum User Fees (SUF) of the National 
Telecommunications Commission (NTC), this bill proposes that the sums necessary to implement the 
broadband infrastructure shall be automatically appropriated out of the SUF of NTC. The SUF accounts 
for a significant amount of the agency's revenue and reverts to the National Treasury.

This bill recognizes the vital role of communication and infomiation in national development and 
thus, provides for free public wireless internet access in public buildings, parks, and national roads.

Similar to the relevance of roads and bridges in stimulating economic activity and in fueling the 
Philippine economy, so too is the effect of a broadband infrastructure. Connectivity to the internet will 
enhance business growth opportunities and will assure citizens ease of sourcing timely infomiation at the 
click of a button.

For the Philippines to further establish itself as an emerging economy, a public broadband internet 
infrastmcture must be in place. Providing free internet access to public buildings and facilities will also 
ensure that our growing labor force will be updated with employment opportunities. Free wireless

1 Source: Tholons Top 100 Outsourcing Destination 2016
2 May 2015 Ookla Household Speed Index










