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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE DELINEATION OF THE SPECIFIC FOREST LIMITS OF THE 
PUBLIC DOMAIN AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

The 1987 Constitution provides that Congress shall determine by law the specific limits 
of forest lands and national parks, which shall thereafter be conserved and may not be increased 
nor diminished.

According to latest government statistics, half of the country’s total land area or roughly 
15.05 million hectares is classified as forest land. Lands classified under forest land are further 
disaggregated into different categories, such that only 3.27 million hectares out of the 15.05 
million hectares are classified as forest reserves. However, the lack of demarcation separating the 
lands classified as forest reserves from other classes may have resulted to an inaccurate picture 
as to the actual size of the country's forest lands, as some may have been encroached by various 
adjacent land developments or have been reclassified due to existing laws.

In order to mitigate further encroachment, the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), as of August 2012, has completed the delineation and assessment of 79,245 
kilometers of forest lines (excluding the Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao)' for 
submission to the National Assessment and Delineation Committee.

However, in order to strengthen DENR's efforts in the delineation and assessment of the 
country's forest lands, an enabling law is necessary to provide a legal framework to preserve the 
remaining forest resources, protect, manage and utilize these lands for purposes consistent with 
sustainable development. With the threat of further encroachment over remaining forest lands at 
hand, it is imperative for government to secure forest lands from further ruin due in part to 
uncontrolled development and urban expansion.

Tliis measure seeks to define the scope of forestlands, as well as provide guidelines in 
determining the specific limits of forestlands. For this purpose, a National Review and 
Evaluation Committee, headed by the Secretary of Environment and Natural Resources, shall be 
created to process, evaluate and approve all completed assessment and delineation reports 
referred to the said Committee. The DENR shall, upon determination of final forest lines, delimit 
and establish boundary monuments on the ground. Forestlands delineated under this legislation 
shall be conserved and may not be increased nor decreased, except by law.
















