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Introduced by Senator Poe

AN ACT
TO PROTECT THE INTERESTS AND WELFARE OF FILIPINO SEAMEN AND 
SEA-BASED MIGRANT WORKERS, ESTABLISHING FOR THE PURPOSE A 
NATIONAL SEAFARERS ADMINISTRATION, APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

This bill seeks to ereate the National Seafarers Administration to look into and protect 

the interests and welfare of Filipino seafarers.

A National Seamen Board was created in 1974 to develop and maintain a 

comprehensive program for Filipino Seafarers employed overseas. The Board, however, was 

abolished in 1982 with the creation of the Philippine Overseas Employment Administration 

(POEA) under Executive Order No. 797. POEA has been empowered to formulate and 

undertake a systematic program for promoting and monitoring the overseas employment of 

Filipino workers. The body is likewise mandated to protect the rights of migrant workers 

including seamen so that they ean enjoy fair and equitable employment praetiees. An 

Advisory Board for Seamen was also created whieh was eomposed of private seetor to advise 

the POEA on its overseas operations.

While many commend the performanee of POEA in proteeting the rights and 

promoting the welfare of Filipino overseas workers, the latter continually claim that they 

have been overlooked by the govenunent. The ageney eoncemed may not be aware but the 

seafarers feel that they are not fully protected and their claims not fully attended. The 

complex problem of these seafarers necessitates a government mechanism fully concentrating 

on their needs and concerns.




























