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AN ACT
DECRIMINALIZING LIBEL, REPEALING FOR THIS PURPOSE ARTICLES 353, 354, 
355, 356, 357, 360, 361 AND 362 OF ACT NO, 3815, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE 
KNOWN AS “THE REVISED PENAL CODE” AND SECTION 4 (c) 4, CHAPTER II OF 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10175, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “CYBERCRIME 
PREVENTION ACT OF 2012”

Explanatory Note

The bill seeks to decriminalize libel as defined and penalized under our statutes. For this 
purpose it will repeal Articles 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, 360, 361 and 362 of the Revised Penal 
Code and Section 4 (c) 4 of Republic Act No. 10175 or the Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012.

Historically, libel was conceived as a repressive tool against criticisms and insults to 
government. It was introduced by the Spanish Codigo Penal and reinforced by the 1932 Revised 
Penal Code during the American occupation thereby making insulting remarks punishable in 
many instances.

In his dissenting opinion in Disini, et. al. vs. Secretary of Justice (GR No. 2033335), 
February 11, 2014, Justice Marvic Mario Victor F. Leonen said:

“In essence, Philippine libel law is a “fusion” of the Spanish Law 
on defamachion and the American law on libel. It started as a legal tool 
to protect government and the status quo. The bare text of the law had to 
be qualified through jurisprudential interpretation as the fundamental 
right to expression became clearer. In theory, libel prosecution has 
slowly evolved from protecting both private citizens and public figures to 
its modem notion of shielding only private parties from defamatory 
utterances.

XXX

Libel law now is used not so much to prosecute but deter speech.
What is charged as criminal libel may contain precious protected speech.
There is very little to support the majority view that the law will not 
continue to have this effect on speech.
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It is time that we now go further and declare libel as provided in 
the Revised Penal Code and in the Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012, 
as unconstitutional.
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