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AN ACT CONSERVING, PROMOTING AND POPULARIZING THE
NATION'S HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE AND 

RESOURCES, AS WELL AS ARTISTIC CREATIONS BY EXACTING A
PERFORMANCE FEE FROM FOREIGN PERFORMERS AND 

ALLOCATING THE PROCEEDS THEREOF TO THE NATIONAL 
COMMISSION FOR CULTURE AND THE ARTS AND FOR OTHER

PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Constitution under Article XIV, Section 14, succinctly 
provides that "the State shall foster the preservation, enrichment, and 
dynamic evolution of a Filipino national culture based on the principle of 
unity in diversity in a climate of free artistic and intellectual expression".

It further provides that "all the coxmtry's artistic and historic wealth 
constitutes the cultural treasure of the nation and shall be under protection of 
the State which may regulate its disposition."

It is a known fact that for every foreign performer who graces the local 
entertainment industry and earns income derived from the Philippines 
sources, a local performer is displaced.

To address this imbalance, the foreign performer should be made to 
pay a charge, to be known as the Equity Free, the proceeds of which shall be 
allocated to the National Commission on Culture and the Arts, the extant 
government agencies charged with promoting arts and culture.

Thus, the swift passage of this measure is earnestly sought.

JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO 

Senator






