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EXPLANATORY NOTE ' . I  

I 
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T,he purpose of Republic Act, No. 7941 (Party List: System Act) is to, "enable .1 , 

Fiiijino citizens belonging to marginalized and underrepresented sectprs, ' organizations 
and parties" who Jack well-defined political constituencies, ,''gut who could contribute to ' ' 

the formulation and enactment of appropriate legislatian that.wil1 'benefit the nation ,as 'a 
whoie'' .by becoming 'members of, the House of  Representitives: Women, comprising 
appioximately half of the population in this country, aie among those who 'are 
tjnrginalized and underrepresented. 
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' As the State recognizes, the role of women in nation building, it is therefore 
; , ,  ;'; necessary that women be given equal rights, opportunities and chqces, for pOi&l ' ' ' 

..: representation, articulation 'and action. , ,  . ,  
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. ,  
, ,  ,. ,~, '  'Presently,  the state of women's political representation needs to. be advanced. This : 

,' , .:, '.', , ,  , ,,,.canl be achieved by instituting structures and mechanisms whereby their political , ,  

. representation atid involvement is assured. In  this light, the bill 'seeks to institute a,scheme ::,. 
iix the Party Lkt System that will increase the chances for :political representation-of 
women. It provides that at least fbrty percent :(40%) OF the fry@ nominees Rer registered ' '. 

, , : 
organization are women; and that at least one of the first three positions be occupied by a , ., , '  
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woman pominee. -', 
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This bill is ,a product of several~public hearings conducted last Congress. 
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Hr 11 ericrcrrrl hj.  ihe .SrtirrIc. mid Hoi(.se of NrpresrIiiiiiii,e.s of the, I'hilippines it? I 

( 'oti,Crcss ci.r.setiihlcc(: 
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SECTl0.X I 

amended to read as follows. 

Section 8 of hpubl ic Act Seventy Nine Forty One is hereby . ,/ 
1 
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'Sec 8 Nomination 'of Party List Repl-esentatipes. - Each 

re3isterec.i party. orSanization or coalition stjall sulmit la the 

CO.\lT:I.EC not later than forty five (45)  dilys before theGlection p 

lis1 of names, not'less than five (51, at least FORTY PERCENT (40%) of 
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\vhich must be women, from which party reprksentatives shall be 
2 '  

chosen in  case i t  obtains the required number of voles: 'I!ROViDED, 
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