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RESOLUTION
COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE CAST AND PRODUCTION 
CREW OF THE FILM “ANG BABAENG HUMAYO” (THE WOMAN WHO LEFT) 
LED BY ITS DIRECTOR, INDEPENDENT FILMMAKER LAV DIAZ, AND MAIN 
ACTOR, MS. CHARO SANTOS-CONCIO, FOR WINNING THE GOLDEN LION 
FOR BEST FILM AWARD IN THE 7 3 rd VENICE INTERNATIONAL FILM 
FESTIVAL

WHEREAS, the  Venice In ternational Film Festival, founded in 1932, is 
organized by La B iennale di Venezia and  w as held th is  year a t the Venice Lido 
from A ugust 31 to Septem ber 10, 2016 w ith 57 new feature films in its Official 
Selection—20 in Venezia 73 (Competition), 18 O ut of Com petition and  19 in 
Orizzonti;

WHEREAS, the Venice In ternational Film Festival, now on its 73rd year, 
continuously  serves a s  a  platform  in raising  aw areness an d  prom oting the 
various aspec t of in te rnational cinem a in all its form—as art, a s  en terta inm en t, 
and  a s  an  industry , in a  sp irit of freedom  and  dialogue while also organizing 
retrospectives and  trib u tes  to m ajor figures to prom ote be tter u n d e rs tan d in g  of 
cinem a history;

WHEREAS, the  Official Selection from the Philippines and  the lone film entry 
from Asia, Ang B abaeng H um ayo” (The W oman Who Left), w ritten  and  directed 
by m ulti-aw arded independen t film m aker Lavrente Indico “Lav” Diaz, and  
produced by C inem a One O riginals and  Sine Olivia Pilipinas, won the  Golden 
Lion for Best Film (Leone d ’Oro per il miglior film) aw ard am ong en tries in the 
In Com petition category of the festival;

WHEREAS, the  film, insp ired  by Leo Tolstoy’s literary  piece, “God Sees the 
T ruth , B ut W aits” an d  revolving a round  the story of a  wrongly convicted school 
teacher who seeks revenge, is described by the  d irector a s  an  existential 
d iscourse depicting prison  a s  a  m etaphor for the cu rse  of living or life as a 
m etaphor for p rison”;

WHEREAS, Lav Diaz, w ith h is long list of accolades, m ost recently  b rought the 
country  recognition an d  honor w hen he w as aw arded the  Alfred B auer Prize a t 
the 2016 Berlin Festival for h is critically acclaim ed feature film He/e s a  
H iw agang H apis (A Lullabg to the Sorrowful Mgsterg), the aw ard given to a 
feature film th a t "opens new perspectives on cinem atic art";

WHEREAS, the  film s lead acto r Charo Santos-C oncio, who also won best 
ac tress in the Asian Film Festival for the  film “Itim ” released in 1976, and  the



o ther m ain c a s t including  Michael De M esa, Cacai B au tista , Sham aine 
Buencam ino, Nonie B uencam ino and  Jo h n  Lloyd Cruz, likewise deserve to be 
com m ended for the  honor they have b rought to the  country;

WHEREAS, a s  the  first Philippine film to win the  top prize a t  the  oldest and  
one of the m ost prestig ious film festivals in the  world, th is  la tes t victory serves 
as a  concrete tes tam en t to the  a rtis try  and  excellence of Filipino independent 
film m akers and  actors;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, for
the Philippine Senate to com m end and  congra tu la te  the  c a s t and  production 
crew of the film “Ang B abaeng  H um ayo” (The Woman Who Left) led by its 
director, independen t film m aker Lav Diaz and  m ain acto r Ms. C haro Santos- 
Concio, for w inning the  Golden Lion for Best Film aw ard  a t  the  73rd Venice 
In ternational Film Festival

Approved,

l o r e t T l e g a r d a
Senator


