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EX PLAN ATO RY N O TE

‘W h at n o b le r  em p lo y m en t, o r  m ore  v a lu a b le  to  th e  s ta te ,  
th a n  t h a t  o f  th e  m a n  w ho in s t r u c ts  th e  r is in g  

g e n e r a t io n ? ”
- M arcu s  T u lliu s  C icero

T h e  im p o r ta n t  ro le  o f te a c h e rs  in  n a tio n -b u ild in g  c a n n o t  b e  o v e re m p h a s iz e d . 

T e a c h e rs  do  n o t  m e re ly  im p a r t  k n o w led g e  to  th e ir  s tu d e n ts ,  th e y  a lso  b u ild  u p  e th ic a l  

p r in c ip le s  t h a t  g u id e  th e m  in  b e c o m in g  re s p o n s ib le  c itiz e n s  o f to m o rro w .

S ad ly , p u b lic  sc h o o l te a c h e r s  in  th e  P h ilip p in e s  face  a  n u m b e r  o f c h a lle n g e s  t h a t  

m a k e  it m o re  d ifficu lt for th e m  to  p ra c t ic e  th e i r  p ro fe s s io n . T h ey  a re  fo u n d  to  be  

o v e rw o rk ed  b a s e d  on  th e  fo llow ing  c rite r ia :  1) p u p il:  te a c h e r  ra tio , 2) te a c h in g  h o u r s  p e r  

d a y  a n d  3) te a c h in g  h o u r s  p e r  y e a r . W ith  lo n g  w o rk in g  h o u r s  a n d  la rg e r  c la s s  s izes , 

p u b lic  sch o o l te a c h e rs  a re  u n lik e ly  to  h a v e  th e  tim e , e n e rg y  a n d  o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r



p ro fe s s io n a l d e v e lo p m e n t.1 B e c a u s e  o f th e s e  c o n d it io n s , p u b lic  sc h o o l te a c h e rs  a re  

e x p o se d  to  o c c u p a tio n a l  h a z a r d s  a n d  p h y s ic a l  s t r e s s  t h a t  u s u a l ly  le a d  to  h e a l th  

p ro b le m s  even  b e fo re  th e y  r e a c h  th e  c u r r e n t  r e t i re m e n t  age.

In c o n s id e ra t io n  o f th e i r  in v a lu a b le  se rv ice , it  is  h ig h  tim e  w e re w a rd  o u r  p u b lic  

s c h o o l te a c h e rs  w ith  a  lo w ered  re t i re m e n t  ag e  in  o rd e r  t h a t  th e y  m a y  ge t th e  c h a n c e  to  

e x p lo re  o th e r  w o rth w h ile  p u r s u i t s  in  th e  y e a rs  t h a t  th e y  still c a n , w ith  th e  b e n e f its  t h a t  

th e y  h a v e  t ire le s s ly  to iled  a n d  s c r im p e d  on . H en ce , w e s e e k  th e  im m e d ia te  p a s s a g e  o f 

th is  b ill to  sh o w  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  to  o u r  n d b le  te a c h e rs .

SH  ERW IN T . GAT

1 http://www.philippinesbasiceducation.us/2013/05/teacher-statistics-for-philippines.html.

http://www.philippinesbasiceducation.us/2013/05/teacher-statistics-for-philippines.html
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RECEIVES If:

I n t r o d u c e d  b y  SE N . SH ER W IN  T . GATCHALIAN * 1 2

AN ACT

LO W ERIN G  T H E  CO M PU LSO R Y  AND O PTIO N A L 

R E T IR E M E N T  A G E O F  PU BLIC SC H O O L  T E A C H E R S

Be it enacted  by the S enate a n d  the H ouse o f R epresentatives o f the Philippines 

in Congress assem bled:

1 SECTION. 1. S h o r t  T itle  -  T h is  A ct s h a ll  b e  k n o w n  a s  th e  “New Retirement Age
2 o f  Public School Teachers Act”.
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SEC . 2 . C o m p u lso ry  R e tire m e n t A ge -  T h e  c o m p u ls o iy  r e t i r e m e n t  ag e  fo r a ll 

p u b lic  sc h o o l te a c h e rs  s h a ll  b e  u p o n  th e  a t ta in m e n t  o f th e  ag e  o f s ix ty  (60). If a  p u b lic  

s c h o o l te a c h e r  h a s  le s s  t h a n  15 y e a rs  o f se rv ice , h e  m a y  b e  a llow ed  to  c o n tin u e  in  th e  

se rv ic e  u n t i l  h e  r e a c h e s  th e  age  o f s ix ty -five  (65), in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  e x is tin g  civil se rv ice  

ru le s  a n d  re g u la tio n s .

SEC  3 . R e tire m e n t B e n e fits  -  R e tire m e n t b e n e f its  m a y , u p o n  e le c tio n  o f th e  

re t ire e , b e  rec e iv e d  in  th e  fo llow ing  m a n n e r :

(1) lu m p  s u m  p a y m e n t, a s  d e fin e d  u n d e r  th e  R.A. 8 2 9 1  o r  th e  “Government 

Service Insu rance  System  Act o f 1997”, p a y a b le  a t  th e  tim e  of r e t i re m e n t , p lu s  

a n  o ld -ag e  p e n s io n  b e n e fit  e q u a l to  th e  b a s ic  m o n th ly  p e n s io n , p a y a b le
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m o n th ly  fo r life, s ta r t in g  u p o n  th e  e x p ira tio n  o f  th e  five (5 )-year g u a ra n te e d  

p e rio d  co v e red  b y  th e  lu m p  s u m ; o r

(2) c a s h  p a y m e n t e q u iv a le n t to  e ig h te e n  (18) m o n th s  o f h is  b a s ic  m o n th ly  

p e n s io n , p lu s  m o n th ly  p e n s io n  fo r life p a y a b le  o n  th e  f ir s t  m o n th  fo llow ing 

th e  d a te  o f re t i re m e n t .

SE C . 4 . -  O p tio n a l R e tire m e n t A ge -  A p u b lic  s c h o o l te a c h e r  w h o  r e t i r e s  fro m  
th e  se rv ice  s h a ll  b e  e n ti t le d  to  th e  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f its  in  th e  p re c e d in g  p a ra g r a p h  
p ro v id e d  th a t ;

1) h e  h a s  r e n d e re d  a t  le a s t  fifteen  (15) y e a rs  o f se rv ice;

2) h e  is  a t  le a s t  s ix ty  (55) y e a rs  o f ag e  a t  th e  tim e  of re t i re m e n t;  a n d

3) h e  is  n o t  rec e iv in g  a  m o n th ly  p e n s io n  fo r a  p e rm a n e n t  to ta l  d isa b ili ty  b e n e fit  
u n d e r  R.A. 8 2 9 1  o r  th e  “Government Service Insurance System  Act o f 1 9 9 7 ”

SEC . 5 . Im p le m e n tin g  R u le s  a n d  R e g u la tio n s .  - W ith in  s ix ty  (60) d a y s  u p o n  

th e  a p p ro v a l o f th is  Act, th e  G o v e rn m e n t S erv ice  In s u r a n c e  S y s te m  s h a ll , in  

c o n s u lta t io n  w ith  th e  v a r io u s  s ta k e h o ld e r s , fo rm u la te  th e  ru le s  a n d  re g u la tio n s  

n e c e s s a ry  fo r th e  p ro p e r  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f th is  Act.

SE C . 6. R e p e a lin g  C lau se . - All law s , a c ts ,  p r e s id e n tia l  d e c re e s , ex e cu tiv e  

o rd e rs , a d m in is tra t iv e  o rd e rs , r u le s  a n d  re g u la tio n s , o r  p a r t s  th e re o f , in c o n s is te n t  w ith  

o r  c o n tr a ry  to  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f th is  A ct a re  h e re b y  a m e n d e d , m o d ified  o r re p e a le d  

ac co rd in g ly ,

SEC . 7 . E ffe c tiv ity  - T h is  A ct s h a ll  ta k e  effect fifteen  (15) d a y s  a f te r  i ts  p u b lic a tio n  

in  a t  le a s t  tw o  (2) n e w s p a p e rs  o f g e n e ra l c irc u la tio n .

A ppro v ed


