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RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEE TO 
CONDUCT AN INQUIRY INTO THE AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL REPORT THAT DRUG-RELATED 
KILLINGS APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN EXTRAJUDICIAL 
EXECUTIONS IN THE GOVERNMENT'S WAR AGAINST 
DRUGS WITH THE END IN VIEW OF ENACTING 
LEGISLATIVE MEASURES TO ADDRESS THE SAME

Whereas, the C onstitu tion  provides that "No person  shall be deprived  of 
life, libert}' or property  w ithou t due  process of law." 1

Whereas, A m nesty International (Al) has presented a R eport alleging that 
drug-related  killings in the governm ent's  w ar against illegal d rugs have been 
carried o u t th rough  extrajudicial executions -  that is, unlaw ful and deliberate 
killings carried ou t by governm ent o rder or w ith  com plicity or acquiescence.2

Whereas, such findings of extrajudicial executions involve an 
investigation of 33 alleged incidents of d rug-related  killings in 20 different cities 
and  tow ns in the N ational C apital Region and the provinces of Cebu and 
C otabato.3

Whereas, the alleged unlaw ful and deliberate killings have been described 
as; 1) perpetra ted  by state au thorities and som e unknow n arm ed persons; 2) 
paym ent of Php 10,000.00 per kill of an alleged offender to policem en and  
unknow n arm ed men; 3) use of a m ere "w atch list" that is at tim es based on 
hearsay or com m uniU ' rum or or rivalry, w ith little verification; 4) and ap p aren t 
failure or unw illingness by the governm ent to prosecute elem ents of the police 
involved in drug-related  killings.4

1987 Philippine Constitution. Article III, Section 1.
■ “ If you arc Poor, You are Killed" Extrajudicial Exccution.s in the Philippines' W ar on 
Drugs. Amnc.sty International, p. 7.
■ /hid.
4 Ihicl.



Whereas, the above R eport should  no t be sim ply set aside and  ignored as 
it raises serious allegations tha t can underm ine the coun try 's  repu tation  as a 
dem ocratic country  that fundam entally  recognizes and upho lds hum an  rights.

Whereas, it is no t only a m atter of necessity bu t public accountability as 
well that A1 substantia te  and presen t its evidence before the Senate for public 
scrutiny to confirm  the R eport's veracity and to hold, or otherw ise clear, the 
Philippine governm ent of any responsibility or w rongdoing.

Whereas, it behooves the Senate as a dem ocratic institu tion to look into 
the A1 R eport not only to ferret ou t the tru th  bu t also tci propose and enact 
institu tional rem edies to address the alarm ing allegations of extrajudicial 
executions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED 
tha t the appropria te  Senate com m ittee conduct an inquiry into the A1 Report 
w itli tlie end  in view  of enacting legislative m easures to address the same.

Adopted,

FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO


