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RESOLUTION
CALLING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

(DOTR) TO RE-EVALUATE THE REGISTRATION OF ALL 
BUSES IN THE COUNTRY

WHEREAS, the 1987 C onstitu tion  recognizes the  protection 
of life and  property and  the prom otion of the general welfare as 
essen tia l for the  enjoym ent of the  blessing of dem ocracy;

WHEREAS, p u rsu a n t to the  aforem entioned principle, the 
S tate en su res  road safety th rough  the enactm en t and  
im plem entation of laws, policies, and  ru les  and  regulations 
relative thereto;

WHEREAS, the th en  D epartm ent of T ransporta tion  and  
C om m unications (DOTC), now D epartm ent of T ransportation  
(DOTR) -  an  agency prim arily m andated  to, am ong others, 
form ulate and  im plem ent policies w ith respect to tran sp o rta tio n  -  
issued  D epartm ent O rder N um ber 96-963, w hich w as la ter on 
modified by D epartm ent O rder No. 2002-03, on the 
“M odernization of Public T ransport Services;”

WHEREAS, the  said  Depeirtment O rders provided for the 15- 
year age limit on b u ses  and  m in i-buses (e.g. public utility  b u s 
an d  shu ttle  bus) reckoned from the date  of the m anufactu re  of 
sub ject vehicle;



WHEREAS, in the  sam e m anner, M em orandum  C ircular 
N um ber 2004-026, w hich am ended MC No. 2003-01 on the 
“Reclassification of T ourist T ransport Services,” released by the 
Land T ransportation  F ranchising  and  Regulatory B oard (LTFRB), 
an  a ttached  agency of the DOTR, stipu la ted  th a t for “tou ris t 
chartered  service” -  w hich includes b u s  and  coaster -  the 
m axim um  age limit is ten  (10) years from date of m anufacture;

WHEREAS, it seem s th a t b u s  operators are taking th is  
lightly, as  despite the im plem entation of the  foregoing 
m em orandum  circu lars several accidents have been reported 
involving b u ses  w ith m ore th a n  the  m andated  m axim um  age 
limit;

WHEREAS, to be m ore precise, the recen t Tanay accident 
involving a  b u s  owned by P anda Coach Tours an d  Travel Inc., 
w as found ou t to be on the road for 29 years by the  LTFRB as  the 
subject b u s w as m anufactu red  in  1988 and  no t in 2004, as  w hat 
h as  been sta ted  in the  u n it’s do cu m en ts1;

WHEREAS, according to a  s ta tem en t from the th en  DOTC in 
2013, eleven percen t (11%) of road c rash  fatalities were caused  
by defective vehicles;

WHEREAS, a  long string  of road m ishaps involving b u ses  in 
the recent years were recorded, such  as  the November 14, 2013 
accident w hen an  E lena Liner B us rear-ended  an  MGP T rans b u s 
and  causing  in jury  to 33 people and  killing six (6); on Decem ber 
16, 2013, a  Don M ariano B us fell off the elevated highway killing 
as m any as  22 people; an d  an o ther occurred las t February  7, 
2014 w hen a  GV Florida b u s  fell into a  ravine in Bontoc, Mt. 
Province -  28 people were h u r t  and  15 died, w hich is the m ost 
num ber of dea th s  from a  single b u s accident in the country  for 
th a t  year. A defective brake reportedly caused  all of these.

1 http://www.gmanetwork.eom/news/story/600960/news/regions/bus-no-8- 
registered-as-2004-model-but-was-made-in-1988-ltfrb

http://www.gmanetwork.eom/news/story/600960/news/regions/bus-no-8-registered-as-2004-model-but-was-made-in-1988-ltfrb
http://www.gmanetwork.eom/news/story/600960/news/regions/bus-no-8-registered-as-2004-model-but-was-made-in-1988-ltfrb


WHEREAS, s ta tis tics  show  th a t as  vehicles and  tra ilers age 
the  average an n u a l m ain tenance te s t failure ra te  increases and  
they are m ore likely to experience in-service roadw orth iness 
defects th a n  new er vehicles2;

WHEREAS, countries th a t  have had  the m ost success in 
reducing the  n u m b er of road traffic dea th s  have achieved th is  by 
improving enforcem ent and  m aking roads and  vehicles safer3, 
am ong others;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as  it is hereby 
resolved, to call the D epartm ent of T ransporta tion  (DOTR) to 
improve and  streng then  its enforcem ent of the  sub ject policies by 
re-evaluating the reg istra tion  of all b u ses  in order to en su re  the ir 
roadw orth iness for the  safety of the com m uting public.

Adopted,

C. SO HI

zhttps://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/32
1988/guide-to-maintaining-roadworthiness.pdf
3 http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2015/road-safety-report/en/
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