
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE ) 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )
Second Regular Session )

SENATE
P.S.RNO. 4

*18 16 P2 58

Introduced by Senators Pangilinan, Drilon, Trillanes, 
Aquino, Hontiveros, and De Lima

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL DEFENSE AND 
SECURITY AND THE CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ON THE 

ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES (AFP) MODERNIZATION ACT TO 
CONDUCT AN INQUIRY IN AID OF LEGISLATION ON THE STATUS OF THE 
AFP MODERNIZATION PROGRAM, PARTICULARLY THE ACQUISITION OF 

TWO (2) PHILIPPINE NAVY (PN) FRIGATES

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 7898 or the “Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
Modernization A c t aimed to modernize all branches of the AFP such as the Philippine 
Air Force (PAF), Philippine Navy (PN) and the Philippine Army (PA);

WHEREAS, the original AFP modernization program had a total outlay of Php 
331.62 billion. However, only Php 63.39 billion of its budget was released;

WHEREAS, on 11 December 2012, Republic Act No. 10349 was signed to extend 
the modernization program for another fifteen (15) years with an initial budget of Php 75 
billion for the first five (5) years to continue modernizing all branches of the AFP. The AFP 
modernization program “entails the development and employment of certain capabilities 
that can address the assessed threats” -  which includes those arising from conflicting 
claims on the West Philippine Sea;

WHEREAS, similar to the 2017 General Appropriations Act (GAA), the amount of 
Php 25 billion was set aside in 2018 GAA for the AFP modernization program, which 
includes the acquisition of brand new attack helicopters, tanks and other military 
hardware;

WHEREAS, the first military contract signed under the Duterte administration, and 
among the biggest items in the AFP modernization program, is the acquisition of two 
missile-capable frigates for the PN. It was initiated by the Aquino administration in 
October 2015 to beef up the country’s territorial defense and disaster response 
capabilities. Currently, the PN’s most capable warships are two (2) former United States 
Coast Guard ships;

WHEREAS, according to a 20 October 2017 Department of National Defense 
(DND) Report on the Status of the Frigate Acquisition Project, four (4) companies 
participated in the bidding, with Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineer (GRSE) as the 
lowest calculated bidder and Hyundai Heavy Industries (HHI) as the second lowest








