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Explanatory Note

In the early part of 2017, a report entitled, “Digital in 2017; Global Overview”, stated 
that “more than half of the world’s population now uses the internet” and that the findings in 
said report “have exciting implications for businesses, governments, and society in general”.

One of the focuses of the Digital in 2017 report was the growth of social media 
which was based on changes in active social media users in countries. In terms of the number 
of growth in number of social media users compared to the numbers in 2016, the Philippines 
ranked seventh (7th) worldwide with a whopping twelve million (12,000,000) new social 
media users, a twenty five (25%) increase from its numbers in 2016.

Based on the Digital in 2017 report, the Philippines ranked sixth (6th) worldwide in 
terms of countries with the largest number of active Facebook users at sixty million users 
(60,000,000).

Lastly on the Digital in 2017 report, it bears noting that the Philippines topped the 
ranking of countries in terms of “time spent on social media” as Filipinos were seen to have 
been spending an average of 4 hours and 17 minutes per day on social media sites such as 
Facebook, Snapchat and Twitter.

The internet penetration in the Philippines, as well as the above-mentioned numbers, 
will surely continue to rise in the next years to come thereby truly making the worldwide web 
and/or social media a bigger, accessible and influential forum/marketplace of ideas leading to 
a more participative citizenry and/or democracy. Simply put, the influence of Social Media 
and the continuous increase of its users/subscribers are unavoidable.








