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AN ACT
AMENDING SECTIONS 4 (B) AND 7 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6713, OTHERWIS
KNOWN AS THE “CODE OF CONDUCT AND ETHICAL STANDARDS FOR
PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES”, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
Explanatory Note
“INFORMATION” is defined by the Merriam-Webster Dictionary as “the
communication or reception of knowledge or intelligence”. The word “information” has been
used to mean either of the following; (a) “knowledge obtained from investigation, study, or
instruction”; (b) “intelligence, news”; or (c) “facts, data”.
In an article entitled, "Making Sense of the News: The Power of Information",
Michael Spikes of Moyers & Company emphasized the importance of sharing and receiving
information and/or news, of significance:
“...there is a universal need to receive and share news. To illustrate
this concept we use a science metaphor and say this need stretches back to the
earliest humans and is so ingrained in us that is almost part of our DNA.
What makes information so integral to all humans is that it Alerts,
Diverts and Connects us all... We are all drawn to consuming and sharing
news. Many anthropologists have found in their studies of prehistoric societies
that systems of exchanging news and information were highly prized.”
Verily, the truthfulness and veracity of “information” being shared and/or
communicated are paramount and sacred. No less than the 1987 Constitution of the
Philippines declared that “the State recognizes the vital role of communication and
information in nation-building.” Even the Revised Penal Code of the Philippines prohibits
and punishes the publication of “false news”, to wit:
“Art. 154. Unlawful use of means of publication and unlawful
utterances. - The penalty of arresto mayor and a fine ranging from P200 to
PI,000 pesos shall be imposed upon:

