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AN ACT
CREATING THE DEPARTMENT OF DISASTER RESILIENCE, DEFINING ITS 
POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippines is located along the Pacific Ring of Fire and the Tropical 

Cyclone Belt. As a consequence, the Philippines is considered one of the most 

vulnerable to natural hazards and climate change. Each year, our country sustains 

immense damage and tremendous losses due to natural disasters. This includes loss 

of life or injury, damage to infrastructure, properties, and equipment, interruption of 

food supply, disruptions to critical services, loss of livelihood, business or revenues 

from business interruption, disruption of economic development, and damage to the 

environment.

In 2010, we passed Republic Act No. 10121 or the Philippine Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Management Act (DRRM Act). Since then, the country has endured 

many climate-related calamities: Typhoons Juan (2010), Sendong (2011), Pablo 

(2012), Yolanda (2013), Ruby (2014), Lando (2015), Lawin (2016), and Paolo 

(2017). On top of these typhoons are the "habagat" floods recently and in 2012, and 

the Bohol-Cebu earthquake in 2013.

The DRRM Act continues to be an important law as it emphasizes risk 

reduction rather than disaster response. However, the Philippines' experiences with 

previous disasters have shown that the new policies, resources, institutional






































































































































