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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING THE BARANGAY INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT 

APPROACH FOR NUTRITION IMPROVEMENT (BIDANI) OF THE 
RURAL POOR AS A LINKAGE PROGRAM FOR ALL STATE 
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES (SUCs) AND COMMUNITY 

COLLEGES AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In the  Philippines, un d er-n o u rish m en t or m alnu trition  h a s  alw ays been 

a grave concern. The m alnu trition  problem  is a  m anifestation of w idespread 

poverty in the  country. T hus, it is prevalent in depressed  barangays and 

m unicipalities in the ru ra l a reas and  the  countryside.

C onsis ten t with its com m itm ent to the S usta inab le  Developm ent Goals, 

the  governm ent seeks to com bat m alnu trition  as the country  struggles to 

reduce health  problem s of m icronu trien t and  protein-energy m alnu trition  

including  vitam in A deficiency d isorders (VADO), iron deficiency anem ia 

(IDA) an d  iodine deficiency d isorders (IDO), the  la tter being considered  one 

of the  developing co u n tries’ m ost debilitating and  in tractab le  public health  

problem s affecting nearly two billion people, m ajority of whom are  children.

M alnutrition  ham pers the physical growth of a  child and la ter affects his 

m en tal health , productivity and  prospect for em ploym ent. The problem  of 

m alnu trition , therefore, calls for a  m ore lasting  solution. It calls for an 

in teg rated  developm ent approach  th a t com plem ents trad itional nu trition  

in tervention . The B arangay Integrated Developm ent Approach for N utrition 

Im provem ent (BIDANI) is one such  approach.














