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AN ACT
LOWERING THE MINIMUM AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY 

AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTIONS 6 , 2 0 , 20-A, 20-B AND 22  OF 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9 3 4 4 , AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “THE 

JUVENILE JU STICE AND WELFARE ACT OF 2 0 0 6 ” , AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Lately, videos involving m inors while com m itting crim es are going viral 
-  a  15-year-old beating to death  with a piece of wood ano ther minor; a  group 
of “street ch ild ren” caugh t dragging an  old m an ou t of a  public utility 
jeepney to get h is purse; and  m inors stealing  jeepney driver’s incom e. 
Moreover, new s headlines in the recent years have the  sam e tenor -  14-year- 
old boy beats  older sister to d e a th 1; youngest su rren d ere r started  d rugs a t 
82; d rug  w ar lists 20,584 kids as Tisers, p u sh e rs , ru n n e rs ’3. These c u rre n t 
events p u t in the limelight the im plem entation and  effectivity of Republic Act 
No. 9344, a s  am ended, otherw ise known as “The Juvenile Ju s tice  and  
Welfare Act of 2006 .”

In 2017, President Rodrigo D uterte calls on Congress to lower age of 
crim inal liability “to en su re  th a t the Filipino youth  would accept 
responsibility  for their actions and  be subjected  to governm ent intervention 
p rogram s.” 4 This is consisten t w ith P resident D uterte’s goal to cu rb  
crim inality in the country.

1 https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/895406/14-year-old-boy-beats-elder-sister-to-death- 
in-aklan
2 https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/cebu- 
news/2016/08/16/1614010/youngest-surrenderer-started-drugs-8
3 https://news.abs-cbn.eom/focus/09/21/16/drug-war-lists-20584-kids-as-users- 
pushers-runners
4 https://news.abs-cbn.eom/news/05/06/17/dutertes-stance-on-lowering-age-of- 
criminal-liability-unchanged-palace
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