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AN ACT
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POOR, DEFINING ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Executive Order No. 82, series of 1986 created the Presidential 
Committee for the Urban Poor, the goal of which is to focus on the 
efforts of the government to alleviate the plight o f the urban poor.

The Order seeks the need of establishing a government agency that 
shall serve as a direct link of the urban poor to the government in policy 
formulation and program implementation addressed to the needs of the 
poor people who are in dire need of immediate assistance. This was 
subsequently strengthened by EO 69.

As defined by the National Statistical Coordinating Board (NSCB), 
Urban Poor" refers to the individuals or families living in the urban 

areas whose incomes are below the poverty line. These people are the 
underprivileged or the homeless sector of the society -  they are either 
unemployed or underemployed who are incapable of meeting even the 
most basic needs on a day-to-day basis due to the high cost of living in 
urban areas, majority of these people live in unoccupied government or 
private lands, squatter and resettlement areas, slums, dumpsites 
cemeteries, and other dangerous areas.

Alleviating poverty is one of the primary thrust of the government. 
While there are many factors which are attributable to the state of 
poverty, an Asian Development Bank (ADB) study in 2009 cited that the






















