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AN ACT
REQUIRING HEALTH PLANS TO PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR THE 
TREATMENT OF BREAST CANCER BY SUPPLYING A M IN IM UM  
HOSPITAL STAY FOR MASTECTOMIES, LUMPTECTOMIES, AND LYMPH 
NODE DISSECTION AND EXTENDING THE COVERAGE FOR SECONDARY 
CONSULTATIONS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article II, Section 15 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides:

"The State shall protect and promote the right to health of the people 

and instill health consciousness among them."

Breast cancer is the most common and recurrent cancer among women. 

According to the World Health Organization, 2.1 million women are diagnosed 

each year. In 2018, an estimate of 627,000 women died from breast cancer 

which is 15% of all cancer deaths among women. The rates are increasing yearly 

in every region globally.

The proposed bill seeks to alleviate the burden among breast cancer patients by 

strengthening the coverage of treatment through requiring health plans to 

provide for a minimum hospital stay for mastectomies, lumpectomies, and lymph 

node dissection and extending the coverage for secondary consultations.
















