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AN ACT
ENABLING THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE 
THROUGH THE NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

COMMISSION TO CANCEL LICENSES OF INTERNET SERVICE 
PROVIDERS THAT ALLOW WEBSITES TO INFRINGE OR TO 

FACILITATE INFRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Technology constan tly  evolves, and  it evolves rapidly. 
Powerful innovations of the In ternet age such  as  uploading and  
downloading, linking, torrenting, and  stream ing  create 
opportun ities. However, these innovations pose enorm ous 
challenges and  concerns, particularly  on the protection of 
in tellectual property online.

The Philippines is, unfortunately , one of the countries 
described by In ternet p irates as “safe” for uploading, 
downloading, linking, torrenting, and  stream  infringing con ten t 
w ithou t fear of prosecution. The Philippines con tinues to be a  
haven  for cyber crim inals who illegally m ake con ten t available on 
the  In ternet.

Years ago, the Intellectual Property Office (IPO) w as able to 
d is ru p t the no torious pirate to rren t site, K ickAssTOrrents 
(kat.ph), by seizing the .ph dom ain -  the  co un try ’s code dom ain. 
However, these  prolific p ira tes sim ply changed their dom ain to 
th a t of an o th e r country  -  to .to for Tonga or .so for Som alia, ju s t  
to cite an  example. Since the Philippine IPO had  no ju risd ic tion














