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S. B. No. 2147

Introduced by Senator Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel HI

AN ACT
MAKING ELECTOIL\L DEBATES MANDATORY, 
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 7.3 OF 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9006 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE
“FAIR ELECTION ACT”

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Among the declaration of principles in the Fair Election Act is for 
the State to guarantee or ensure equal opportunity for public service, 
pursuant to the Constitution. One way to do this is to allow the 
candidates to engage each other in a debate where they will be asked to 
discuss their respective programs of government as well as their stand on 
the most pressing issues affecting their constituents.

While the Fair Election Act included a provision on the holding of 
electoral debates, the same was merely permissive. Therefore, this bill 
seeks to institutionalize the holding of electoral debates by amending the 
Fair Election Act to make this important activity mandatory. Further, to 
make the electoral debates more meaningful, the Comelec shall be 
responsible for sponsoring and supervising the same. Consequently, 
commercials and advertisements shall no longer be allowed.

Thus, in view of the upcoming elections, the urgent passage of this 
bill is earnestly sought.
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