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In troduced by Senator Ralph G. Recto

AN ACT
TO ENSURE THE SECURITY OF MEMBERS, OFFICIALS, EMPLOYEES AND 
GUESTS OF CONGRESS AND THE SAFETY OF CONGRESSIONAL PREMISES, 
CREATING FOR THE PURPOSE THE CONGRESSIONAL POLICE FORCE, 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Congress has trad itiona lly  relied upon law enforcem ent agencies like the  Arm ed 

Forces o f the Philippines and the Philippine National Police to  com plem ent the Offices 

o f Sergeant-at-A rm s o f the House o f Representatives and the Senate in ensuring the 

security o f Members and Officials o f Congress as well as the safety o f congressional 

premises. In  m ore than one occasion, Congress has had to rely on the m ilita ry  and 

police officers to  perform  functions essential to legislation, such as serving subpoenas, 

con tem pt orders, and warrants o f arrest. Such dependence on the executive agencies, 

w hile legally sanctioned, nonetheless impairs the independence o f the Legislature and 

its capacity to  establish its own security and operational protocols w ith in  its own 

premises.

This bill seeks to  create a Congressional Police Force mandated to  m ainta in 

peace and order, safety and security in Congress, and to  perform  tasks essential fo r 

Congress to  carry ou t its legislative mandates. As the prim ary law enforcem ent agency 

concerned w ith  the security o f Congress, the Congressional Police shall be m andated 

to  safeguard Members and Officials o f Congress and members o f the ir respective 

im m ediate fam ilies, as well as the employees and guests on congressional premises. 

As an agent o f Congress, the Congressional Police is em powered to  assist Members



and O fficials o f Congress in the perform ance o f th e ir constitu tional duties, such as 

serving subpoenas and warrants, effecting arrests w ith in  congressional premises, and 

fac ilita ting the processing o f firearm s licenses and perm its.

U ltim ately, th is bill intends to  protect a cornerstone o f Philippine democracy -  

a safe, independent, open and function ing legislature.

In  view  o f the foregoing, approval o f th is bill is earnestly sought.
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AN ACT
TO ENSURE THE SECURITY OF MEMBERS, OFFICIALS, EMPLOYEES AND 
GUESTS OF CONGRESS AND THE SAFETY OF CONGRESSIONAL PREMISES, 
CREATING FOR THE PURPOSE THE CONGRESSIONAL POLICE FORCE, 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be i t  enacted  b y  the Senate a n d  House o f  Representatives o f  the  Philippines in  
Congress assembled:

1 Section 1. S ho rt Tide. -  This Act shall be known as the "C ongressiona l Police

2 Force A c t"

3 Sec. 2. Declaration o f  Policy. -  I t  is hereby declared the policy o f the  State to

4 ensure th a t governm ent agencies and instrum entalities perform  the ir respective

5 constitu tional and legal mandate in a safe, secure and open environm ent. Towards th is

6 end, a law enforcem ent organization under the d irect control and supervision o f

7 Congress shall be organized to ensure the effective and unimpeded perform ance o f the

8 Legislature o f its constitutionally-enshrined duty to the Filipino People.

9 Sec. 3. D efin ition  o f  Terms. -  For the purpose o f th is Act:

10 a) Congress sh^W refer to  the bicameral legislative body com prised o f the House

11 o f Representatives and the Senate;

12 b) Congressional Premises shall refer to  any land, office, build ing or fac ility

13 acquired th rough lease, donation, purchase, in te r-governm ent transfer, o r otherw ise,

14 fo r the use o f the  House o f Representatives and the Senate;

15 c) Legislative Employeess\\d\\ re fer to  the fo llow ing: perm anent, contractual and

16 casual employees o f the  Secretariat o f the House o f Representatives or the Senate, co­

i l  te rm inus s ta ff o f incum bent d is tric t and party-lis t representatives or senators, and
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1 consultants w ith  valid contract o f service w ith  any office, bureau or service under the 

House o f Representatives or the Senate;

d) M em bers o f  Congress shd\\ refer to duly-elected representatives o f legislative 

d istricts and party-lists, and senators; and

e) O fficials o f  Congress s\\aW refer to the fo llow ing: the Speaker o f the House o f 

Representatives, Deputy Speakers o f the House o f Representatives, M ajority Leader o f 

the House o f Representatives, M inority Leader o f the House o f Representatives, 

Secretary-General o f the House o f Representatives, Sergeant-at-A rm s o f the  House o f 

Representatives, President o f the Senate, President Pro Tempore o f the  Senate, 

M ajority Leader o f the Senate, M inority Leader o f the o f the Senate, Secretary o f the 

Senate and Sergeant-at-Arm s o f the Senate, or any other officia l elected by a m a jo rity  

o f Members o f the House o f Representatives or the Senate;

Sec. 4. Congressional Police Force. -  The Congressional Police Force is hereby 

created fo r the purpose o f e ffectively discharging the functions provided in th is  Act and 

shall be composed o f the Congressional Police Board and the Congressional Police. For 

the purpose o f adm in istra tion and appropria tion, the Congressional Police Force shall 

be created as an attached agency to the Congress o f the Philippines.

Sec. 5. Congressional Police Board. -  The Congressional Police Board, here inafte r 

referred to  as the Board, is hereby created as an agency m andated to  exercise 

adm in istra tive control and operational supervision over the Congressional Police. The 

Board shall be a collegial body composed o f three regular com missioners composed o f 

the Sergeant-at-Arm s o f the House o f Representatives, Sergeant-at-Arm s o f the Senate, 

and the  Chief o f the Congressional Police.

Sec. 6. Powers a n d  Functions o f  the Board. -  The Board shall exercise the  

fo llow ing powers and functions:

a) Exercise adm in istra tive control over the Congressional Police;

b) Advise the Speaker o f the House o f Representatives and the President o f the 

Senate on all m atters involving the security o f Members and Officials o f Congress and 

the safety o f congressional premises and legislative employees;

c) Foster and develop policies and prom ulgate rules and regulations, standards 

and procedures to  im prove the capacity o f the Congressional Police to perform  its duties 

and functions;
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1 d) Prepare a congressional police manual prescribing rules and regulations fo r 

e ffic ien t organization, adm inistration, and operation, including personnel recru itm ent, 

selection, prom otion, separation and re tirem ent;

e) Approve o r m odify plans and programs on education and tra in ing , logistical 

requirem ents, com m unications, records, inform ation systems, and o ther m atters 

pertinent to  the  operations o f the Congressional Police;

f) Resolve any com pla int filed against officia ls and mem bers o f the Congressional 

Police, including the determ ination and im position o f appropria te punishm ent and 

penalties;

g) Prescribe m inim um  standards fo r arms, equipm ent, and uniform s and, a fte r 

consultation w ith  the National Historical Commission o f the Philippines (NHCP), fo r 

insignia o f ranks, awards and medals o f honor;

h) Issue subpoena and subpoena duces tecum  on m atters perta in ing to  the 

adm in istra tion o f the Congressional Police; and

i) Perform such o ther duties and exercise all o ther functions as may be provided 

by law or assigned by the Speaker o f the House o f Representatives or the President o f 

the Senate.

Sec. 7. Sum m ary Dism issal Powers o f  the Congressional Police Board  a n d  the  

C h ie f o f  the  Congressional P o lic e .-J \\e  Board and the Chief o f the Congressional Police, 

a fte r due notice and sum m ary hearings, may im m ediate ly remove or dismiss any 

respondent Congressional Police mem ber in any o f the fo llow ing cases;

a) When the charge is serious and the evidence o f gu ilt is strong;

b) When the respondent is a recidivist o r has been repeatedly charged and there 

are reasonable grounds to  believe tha t he is gu ilty  o f the charges; and

c) When the  respondent is gu ilty  o f a serious offense involving conduct 

unbecom ing o f a Congressional Police officer.

Any commissioned or non-commissioned officer o f the Congressional Police w ho 

shall be absent w itho u t officia l leave (AWOL) fo r a continuous period o f th ir ty  (30) days 

or more may be dismissed im m ediate ly from  the service. The activities and w hereabouts 

o f the  erring congressional police officer during the period shall be investigated and, if  

warranted, prosecuted accordingly.
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1 Sec. 8. Congressional Police. -  The Congressional Police is hereby created as a 

law enforcem ent organization dedicated to secure Members and Officials o f Congress 

and m em bers o f the ir respective fam ilies, legislative employees and guests, to  ensure 

safety o f congressional premises, and to  sustain the unimpeded perform ance o f the 

Legislature o f its constitutional mandate. The Congressional Police shall be in itia lly  

comprised o f em ployees under the Office o f Sergeant-at-Arm s o f the House o f 

Representatives and the Senate engaged in the im plem entation o f security rules, 

regulations and protocols o f Congress, protection o f Members and Officials o f Congress, 

maintenance o f peace, order, and safety w ith in  congressional premises, procurem ent 

o f logistics and o the r supplies, execution or serving o f summons, warrants o r subpoena, 

and o the r sim ilar duties and functions. Thereafter, commissioned and non­

commissioned officers o f the Congressional Police shall be recruited in accordance w ith  

the provisions o f th is Act.

Sec. 9. Duties an d  Functions. -  The Congressional Police shall exercise the 

fo llow ing duties and functions:

a) Protect the person o f any Member or O fficial o f Congress, o r any m em ber o f 

the ir im m ediate fam ily, in any location w ith in  the Philippines, upon the determ ination 

o f the Board th a t such protection is necessary;

b) Ensure the safety o f legislative employees and guests w ith in  congressional 

facilities;

c) Protect congressional offices, buildings and grounds and o ther facilities owned 

or used by Congress;

d) Enforce all laws and ordinances relative to  the protection o f lives and 

properties w ith in  congressional premises;

e) Maintain peace and order and take all necessary steps to  ensure public safety 

w ith in  congressional premises;

f) Effect the arrest, w ith  or w itho u t w arrant, fo r any offense against the Republic 

o f the Philippines com m itted in the ir presence, o r fo r any fe lony as cognizable under 

the Philippine laws com m itted o r being com m itted w ith in  congressional premises;

g) Serve w arrants and subpoenas th a t may be issued by or upon o rder o f the 

House o f Representatives or the Senate;
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1 h) Coordinate w ith  o ther law enforcem ent agencies in providing physical security 

fo r Members and Officials o f Congress outside congressional premises and in collecting 

and sharing inte lligence pertinent in ensuring the security o f congressional premises 

and the safety o f Members and Officials o f Congress and the members o f th e ir 

im m ediate fam ily;

i) Procure and maintain firearm s, am m unitions and o the r equipm ent and 

facilities necessary fo r the performance o f its duties and functions;

j)  Facilitate the  application and issuance o f License to  Own and Possess Firearms 

(LTOPF) or Perm it to  Carry Firearms Outside Residence (PTCFOR) to  Members and 

Officials o f Congress, members o f the Congressional Police, and qualified legislative 

em ployees; and

k) Perform such other duties and exercise all o ther functions as may be provided 

by law or assigned by the  Board.

Sec. 10. Organization. -  The Congressional Police shall be headed by a Chief 

who shall be assisted by tw o  (2 ) deputy chiefs. The Chief and Deputy Chiefs o f the 

Congressional Police shall be appointed jo in tly  by the Speaker o f the House and the 

President o f the Senate.

Sec. 11. Powers a n d  Functions o f  the  C h ie f o f  the Congressionai Poiice. -  The 

com m and and d irection o f the Congressional Police shall be vested in the  Chief o f the 

Congressional Police w ho shall have the power to  d irect and control tactical as well as 

strategic m ovem ents, deploym ent, placement, utilization o f the Congressional Police or 

any o f its un its and personnel, including its equipm ent, facilities and o ther resources.

Sec. 12. Rank Ciassification. -  For purposes o f e ffic ien t adm in istra tion , 

supervision and contro l, the rank classification o f the members o f the  Congressional 

Police shall be as fo llows:

Congressional Police Major General 

Congressional Police Brigadier General 

Congressional Police Colonel 

Congressional Police Lieutenant Colonel 

Congressional Police Major 

Congressional Police Captain 

Congressional Police Lieutenant



1 Congressional Police Executive Master Sergeant

2 Congressional Police Chief Master Sergeant.

3 Congressional Police Senior Master Sergeant

4 Congressional Police Master Sergeant

5 Congressional Police S ta ff Sergeant

6 Congressional Police Corporal

7 Congressional Patrolm an/Patrolwom an

8 Sec. 13. Qualifications. -  No person shall be appointed as o ffice r or m em ber o f

9 the Congressional Police unless the prospective congressional police o ffice r possesses

10 the fo llow ing m inim um  qualifications:

11 a) A citizen o f the Philippines;

12 b) A person o f good moral conduct;

13 c) Must have passed the psychiatric/psychological, drug and physical tests to  be

14 conducted by any governm ent hospital fo r the purpose o f determ in ing physical and

15 mental health;

16 d) Must possess a form al baccalaureate degree from  a recognized ins titu tion  o f

17 learning;

e) Must be eligible in accordance w ith  the standards set by the Commission;

f)  Must no t have been dishonorably discharged from  m ilita ry em ploym ent o r

18

19

20 dismissed fo r cause from  any civilian position in the Governm ent;

21 g) Must not have been convicted by final judgm ent o f an offense o r crim e

22 involving moral tu rp itude ;

23 h) Must be eligible in accordance w ith  the standards set by the  Board; and

24 i) For a new applicant, m ust not be less than tw en ty-one (21) nor more than

25 th ir ty  (30) years o f age:

26 Provided, T ha t w ith  the  exception o f the last qualification, the above-enum erated

27 qualifications shall be continuing in character and an absence o f any one o f them  a t any

28 given tim e shall be a ground fo r separation or re tirem ent from  the service.

Sec. 14. Training Program. -  All un iform ed members o f the Congressional Police

shall undergo a tra in ing program involving actual experience in patrol operations, 

executive protection and physical defense, em ergency medical response, firearm s and 

m arksmanship, inte lligence gathering and investigation, search and seizure, disaster

29

30

31

32
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1 and crisis response, and o ther re levant skills and proficiencies as a requ irem ent fo r 

permanency o f the ir appointm ent. Commissioned and non-commissioned officers o f the 

Congressional Police shall undergo tra in ing and education in the Philippine Public Safety 

College o r any equiva lent tra in ing institu tions to be selected by the Board.

Sec. 15. Salaries an d  Benefits. -  The uniform ed personnel and civilian employees 

o f the Congressional Police shall receive salaries, benefits, and allowances authorized 

fo r the ir respective positions pursuant to  existing laws, rules and regulations.

Sec. 16. U n ifo rm ed Personnel Promotion. -  Any com missioned o r non­

com missioned officer o f the Congressional Police shall be elig ib le fo r prom otion upon 

the satisfaction o f all requirem ents fo r prom otion prescribed by the Board: Provided, 

Tha t special o r m eritorious prom otion may be extended, upon validation o f the Board, 

to any com missioned or non-commissioned office r o f the Congressional Police fo r 

actions dem onstrating a deed o f personal bravery, courage, ga llantry, o r self-sacrifice 

above and beyond the call o f duty.

Sec. 17. Death a n d  D isab ility  Benefits. -  Commissioned or non-com m issioned 

officers o f the Congressional Police and/or the ir legal beneficiaries shall be en titled  to  

all benefits relative to the death or perm anent incapacity suffered in the perform ance 

o f the ir du ty  as provided fo r under th is Act and other existing laws.

A com missioned or non-commissioned officer o f the Congressional Police who is 

perm anently and to ta lly  disabled as a result o f in juries suffered or sickness contracted 

in the perform ance o f the officer's du ty  shall, upon find ing and certifica tion by the 

appropria te medical o ffice r tha t the extent o f the disability or sickness renders such 

congressional police o ffice r is un fit or unable to fu rthe r perform  the duties o f the said 

officer's position as duly certified by the Board, be entitled to  one year's salary and to  

life tim e pension equiva lent to  e ighty percent (8 0% ) o f the officer's last salary, in 

addition to  o the r benefits as provided under existing laws.

Should such congressional police o ffice r who has been retired under perm anent 

to ta l d isability  under th is  section dies w ith in  five (5) years from  the o fficer's re tirem ent, 

the officer's surviving legal spouse or, if there be none, the surviving dependent 

leg itim ate children shall be entitled  to  the pension fo r the rem ainder o f the five (5) 

years guaranteed period.



1 Sec. 18. Com pulsory R e tirem en t -  Compulsory re tirem ent shall be upon the

2 a tta inm ent o f age fifty -s ix  (56) years fo r commissioned and non-com m issioned officers

3 o f the Congressional Police.

4 Sec. 19. O ptiona l R e tirem en t -  A commissioned and non-com m issioned o ffice r

5 o f the Congressional Police shall, a t the officer's own request and w ith  the  approval o f

6 the Commission, be retired from  the service and entitled  to  receive benefits provided

7 fo r by law: Provided, T ha t the commissioned and non-com m issioned office r concerned

8 m ust accum ulate a t least tw en ty  (20) years o f satisfactory active service p rio r to  the

9 application fo r optional re tirem ent.

10 Sec. 20. R etirem ent in  the  N ex t H igher Rank. -  Commissioned and non-

11 com missioned officers o f the Congressional Police shall, fo r the purpose o f re tirem ent

12 pay, be re tired in one (1) rank higher than the perm anent rank last held: Provided, T ha t

13 they have served fo r a t least one (1) year o f active service in the perm anent rank.

14 Sec. 21. R etirem ent Benefits. -  Monthly re tirem ent pay shall be fifty  percent

15 (5 0% ) o f the base pay and longevity pay o f the retired rank in case o f tw en ty  (20)

16 years o f active service, increasing by two and one-ha lf percent (2 .5 % ) fo r every year

17 o f active service rendered beyond tw en ty  (20) years to  a m axim um  o f n inety percent

18 (9 0% ) fo r th irty -s ix  (36) years o f active service and over: Provided, That, the

19 com missioned and non-commissioned officers o f the Congressional Police shall have

20 the option to  receive in advance and in lum p sum the ir respective re tirem ent pay fo r

21 the firs t five  (5 ) years: Provided, further. That paym ent o f the re tirem ent benefits in

22 lump sum shall be made w ith in  one (1 ) m onth from  e ffectiv ity  date o f re tirem en t and/o r

23 com pletion: Provided, finally. That re tirem ent pay o f the commissioned and non-

24 com missioned officers o f the Congressional Police shall be subject to  ad justm ents based

25 on the prevailing scale o f base pay o f police personnel in the active service.

26 Sec. 22. U n ifo rm ed Personnel Pension Fund. -  A Uniform ed Personnel (U/P)

27 Insurance Fund, here inafte r referred to as U/P Insurance Fund, shall be created to

28 manage and finance the pension requirem ents o f the uniform ed personnel o f the

29 Congressional Police.

30 The G overnm ent Service Insurance System (GSIS) shall be responsible fo r the

31 adm in istra tion o f the  U/P Insurance Fund and the im plem entation o f the pertinent

32 provisions o f th is  Act: Provided, T fia t the U/P Insurance Fund shall be adm inistered and
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1 reported separately from  the GSIS Social Insurance Fund provided under Section 34 o f 

Republic Act No. 8291, otherw ise known as "  The G overnm ent Service Insurance System  

A c t o f 1997."

The U/P Insurance Fund shall no t be used fo r purposes o the r than those provided 

fo r under th is Act. No portion o f the U/P Insurance Fund or income the reo f shall accrue 

to  the General Fund o f the national governm ent and its political subdivisions, 

instrum enta lities and o ther agencies including governm ent-ow ned and controlled 

corporations except as may be allowed under th is Act.

Sec. 23. Insurance Fund Generation. -  Congress shall, on a m onth ly basis, 

con tribu te  to  the U/P Insurance Fund an am ount equiva lent to  fifteen percent (1 5% ) 

o f the m onth ly base pay o f the ir uniform ed personnel o f the Congressional Police. 

Uniform ed personnel o f the Congressional Police shall, on a m onth ly basis, con tribu te  

to  the  U/P Insurance Fund an am ount equivalent to  six percent (6 % ) o f the ir respective 

m onth ly base pay.

The m anner o f collection and rem ittance o f contributions to the U/P Insurance 

Fund shall be in accordance w ith  the re levant provisions o f Republic Act No. 8291, 

otherw ise known a s '' The G overnm ent Service Insurance System A c t o f  1997."

Sec. 24. Insurance Fund Investm ents. -  The portions o f the U/P Insurance Fund 

which are not needed to m eet any curren t obligation may be invested in accordance 

w ith  Section 36 o f Republic Act No. 8291, otherw ise known a s " The G overnm ent Service 

Insurance System A c t o f  1997."

Sec. 25. G rant o f  A dd itiona l R etirem ent a n d  Separation Benefits. -  GSIS may, 

upon determ ination o f actuarial soundness, provide be tte r pension benefits to qualified 

uniform ed personnel retirees covered by the U/P Insurance Fund.

Sec. 26. Insurance Fund Exem ptions from  Tax, Legal Process a n d  Lien. -  Any 

provision o f the law to  the contrary notw ithstand ing , all con tribu tions fo r the  U/P 

Insurance Fund and all accruals thereto  and income or investm ent earnings there from  

shall be exem pt from  any tax, assessment, fee, charge, or customs o r im port du ty  in 

accordance w ith  Section 39 o f Republic Act No. 8291, otherw ise known as "  The 

G overnm ent Service Insurance System A c t o f  1997."
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1 Sec. 27. Insurance Fund Guarantee. -  The governm ent o f the Republic o f the 

Philippines hereby guarantees the fu lfillm en t o f the obligations o f the GSIS to  un iform ed 

personnel o f the  Congressional Police covered by the U/P Insurance Fund as and when 

they fall due.

Sec. 28. Cost o f  U /P  Insurance Fund Adm inistration. -  The U/P Insurance Fund 

shall bear the costs o f its adm inistration and developm ent, in such am ounts and fo r 

lim its as the  GSIS Board o f Trustees may deem appropriate, bu t no t exceeding ten 

percent (1 0 % ) o f the annual revenues from  all sources: Provided, T h a t^ e  President 

o f the Philippines may, on the basis o f actuarial and m anagem ent studies, increase 

a llo tm ent fo r the adm in istra tive and operational expenses fo r the U/P Insurance Fund.

Sec. 29. Insurance Fund A u d it -  The audit o f the U/P Insurance Fund shall be 

conducted in accordance w ith  Section 22 o f Republic Act No. 8291, otherw ise known as 

"  The G overnm ent Service Insurance System A c t o f  1997."

Sec. 30. R etirem ent a n d  Separation o f  N on-U n ifo rm ed Personnel Employees o f  

the Congressional Police. -  The re tirem ent and separation o f non-uniform ed personnel 

o f the Congressional Police shall be in accordance w ith  existing civil service laws, rules 

and regulations.

Sec. 31. Rationalization o f  R etirem ent a n d  Separation Benefits. -  The Board shall 

fo rm ula te  a rationalized re tirem ent and separation benefits schedule and program  

w ith in  one (1 ) year from  the  e ffec tiv ity  o f th is  Act fo r approval by Congress: Provided, 

That the approved schedule and program shall have retroactive e ffec t in favor o f 

com missioned and non-commissioned officers o f the Congressional Police re tired o r 

separated from  the tim e specified in the law, unless the re tirem ent o r separation is fo r 

cause and the decision denies the grant o f benefits.

Sec. 32. Assistance o f  Agencies under the  Executive D ep a rtm en t -  Upon the 

request o f the  Board, governm ent agencies and instrum enta lities under the  Executive 

Departm ent may extend assistance to  the Congressional Police in the perform ance o f 

its duties and functions by providing services (including personnel), equipm ent, and 

facilities on a tem porary or perm anent basis.

Sec. 33. O rganizational S tructure  an d  S ta ffing  Pattern. -  Subject to  the approval 

o f the Departm ent o f Budget and Management (DBM), the Board and the Congressional 

Police shall determ ine its organizational s tructure and create new bureaus, divisions o r

10
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1 units as it may deem necessary, and shall appoin t officers and personnel in accordance 

w ith  existing laws, rules, and regulations.

Sec. 34. Transition Period. -  The transfer o f the pertinent functions, assets, 

funds, equipm ent, properties, records, transactions, and personnel, and the form ula tion  

o f the internal organic structure, staffing pattern, operating system, and budget fo r the 

Congressional Police, shall be completed w ith in  six (6) m onths from  the e ffec tiv ity  o f 

th is  Act, during which tim e, the existing personnel shall continue to  assume the ir posts 

in ho ldover capacities until new appointm ents are issued: Provided, Tha t the Board, in 

coordination w ith  the DBM, shall determ ine and create new positions and its 

corresponding funding requirem ents: Provided, further. Tha t any perm anent or regular 

employee transferred to  the Congressional Police shall no t su ffe r any reduction, 

d im inution or w ithdraw al o f salaries and benefits already enjoyed by the em ployee 

concerned.

Sec. 35. Appropriations. -  The am ount necessary fo r the im plem entation o f the 

provisions o f th is Act shall be included in the annual General Appropriations Act 

fo llow ing its enactm ent in to  law.

Sec. 36. Im p lem en ting  Rules an d  Regulations. -  T fie  House o f Representatives 

and the Senate, in consultation w ith  the Civil Service Commission, DBM and GSIS, shall 

jo in t ly  prom ulgate the necessary im plem enting rules and regulations w ith in  th ir ty  (30) 

days upon the e ffec tiv ity  o f th is Act.

Sec. 37. Repealing Clause. -  All laws, decrees, orders, rules and regulations o r 

parts the reo f inconsistent w ith  any o f the provisions o f th is Act are hereby repealed, 

amended or m odified accordingly.

Sec. 38. Separab ility  Clause. - If, fo r any reason, any provision o f th is  Act o r any 

part the reo f shall be held unconstitutional and invalid, the o ther parts or provisions o f 

th is Act, which are no t affected thereby, shall remain in full force and effect.

Sec. 39. E ffec tiv ity  Clause. -  This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days a fte r its 

com plete publication in the  O ffic ia l Gazette oy in a t least tw o (2 ) newspapers o f general 

circulation.

Approved,
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