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RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ORDER AND ILLEGAL DRUGS
TO CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, INTO THE
VALENTINE’S DAY BOMBINGS IN MAKATI, DAVAO CITY, AND GENERAL
SANTOS CITY, WITH THE END VIEW OF RECOMMENDING POLICY MEASURES
TO ENSURE PUBLIC SECURITY IN AREAS OF CONVERGENCE LIKE BUS
TERMINALS, AIRPORTS, COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS, AND VITAL
INSTALLATIONS NATIONWIDE

WHEREAS, Article Il, Section 5 of the Constitution mandates “the maintenance
of peace and order, the protection of life, liberty, and property, and the promotion of the
general welfare are essential for the enjoyment by all the people of the blessings of
democracy;”

WHEREAS, at least 12 persons were killed and 136 wounded in three bomb
explosions in a span of one hour in the Makati financial district in Manila, in Davao City,
and in General Santos City on the evening of February 14, 2005;

WHEREAS, the first blast took place outside the Gaisano Mall in General Santos
City at around 6:40 p.m. killing five (5) persons and wounding 33 others. The bomb was
stashed in a bag at a stand for three-wheel pedicabs about 30 meters away from the
mall entrance;

WHEREAS, another bomb went off almost simultaneously at the Ecoland bus
terminal in Davao City. The explosion took place just beside a Muslim Halal Eatery right
at the main gate of the Davao City Overland Terminal along Quimpo Boulevard in the
Ecoland Subdivision area. A 12 year old boy died on the spot and nine (9) were injured;

WHEREAS, a third bomb ripped through the RRCG Transport bus during rush
hour at around 7:45 p.m. along the EDSA southbound lane near the Metro Rail Transit
(MRT) Ayala station. The blast set two (2) nearby buses on fire. Three (3) people were
killed on the spot, three (3) people died later af a hospital, and 94 were injured;

WHEREAS, the extremist group Abu Sayyaf claimed responsibility for the attack,
saying it was their “Valentine’s gift" to President Arroyo whom they accused of
committing “atrocities” against Muslims. Abu Sayyaf spokesman Abu Solaiman warned,
“We will find more ways and means to inflict more harm to your people’s lives and
properties, and we will not stop unti! we get justice for the countless Muslim lives and
properties that you people have destroyed;”

WHEREAS, the police and the military were placed at their respective highest
alert levels after the attacks;



WHEREAS, the bombings are condemnable acts of terror. The Philippine
National Police (PNP) should identify and arrest the suspects immediately, improve
intelligence information gathering, and ensure public security to prevent the occurrence
of similar acts;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved, to direct the
Senate Committee on Public Order and lllegal Drugs to conduct an investigation, in aid
of legislation, into the Valentine’s day bombings in Makati, Davao City, and General
Santos City, with the end view of recommending policy measures to ensure public
security in areas of convergence like bus terminals, airports, commercial
establishments, and vital installations nationwide.

Adopted,

MANUEL B./VILLAR, JR.
Senator



