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RESOLUTION
COMMENDING ALL THE FRONTLINERS AND ESSENTIAL WORKERS WHO
RISK THEIR OWN HEALTH AND SAFETY IN ORDER TO SERVE THEIR FELLOW
FILIPINOS IN THE MIDST OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

WHEREAS, on March 8, 2020, President Rodrigo R. Duterte issued Proclamation
No. 922, declaring a State of Public Health Emergency in the country due to the
looming threats of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)};

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, due to the exponential increase in the number
of those infected with COVID-19 in more than 100 countries, the World Health
Organization declared it as a pandemic?;

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, President Rodrigo R. Duterte placed the entire
Philippines under a State of Calamity,? given the grave possible effects that COVID-19
poses;

WHEREAS, in view of the threats posed by COVID-19, the entire island of
Luzont, the city of Cebu’, the Davao Region®, among others, have been placed under
enhanced community quarantine;
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WHEREAS, based on the guidelines of enhanced community quarantine, only
‘essential’ workers can be allowed to continue to go to work;

WHEREAS, among these essential workers are the health care workers,
soldiers, law enforcement personnel, national and local government officials, delivery
personnel, to name a few;

WHEREAS, under Section 3 (h) of Republic Act No. 11469 or the Bayanihan to
Heal as One Act, there is an urgent need on the part of the State to “promote and
protect the interests of all Filipinos in these challenging times;”

WHEREAS, it is a dire reality that while most Filipinos are in their homes to
control the transmission of COVID-19, others have to stay outside to provide essential
services, thereby exposing themselves to greater risk;

WHEREAS, as of April 23, 2020, the number of health care workers infected
with COVID-19 has risen to 1,062,”7 which comprises nearly 19% of the country’s total
number of cases;

WHEREAS, the very act of going to work in the time of a pandemic is one that
takes great strength and bravery;

WHEREAS, the State honors the heroic deeds and ultimate sacrifices of these
workers taking the frontlines;

RESOLVED BY THE SENATE, as it is hereby resolved, to commend ali the

frontliners and essential workers who risk their own health and safety in order to serve
their fellow Filipinos in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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