EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE )

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )
Second Regular Session )
SENATE

s

S

COMMITTEE REPORT NO. __ 124

Submitted by the Committee on Public Services on SEP 2 9 2020
Re: House Bill No. 7264
Recommending the approval of House Bill No. 7264 without amendments.

Sponsor: Senator Grace Poe

MR. PRESIDENT:

The Committee on Public Services, to which was referred House Bill No. 7264,
introduced by Representatives Aumentado, Chatto, and Alvarez (F.), entitled:

“AN ACT

RENEWING FOR ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE (25) YEARS THE FRANCHISE
GRANTED TO NEGROS BROADCASTING AND PUBLISHING CORPORATION,
UNDER REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8161, ENTITLED ‘AN ACT GRANTING THE
NEGROS BROADCASTING AND PUBLISHING CORPORATION A FRANCHISE
TO ESTABLISH, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN RADIO AND TELEVISION
BROADCASTING STATIONS IN THE VISAYAS AND MINDANAO™”

has considered the same and has the honor to report it back to the Senate with the

recommendation that it be approved without amendment.
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" In case of any vialation of the provisions of this franchise, the NTC shall have the authority to
revoke ar suspend, after due process, the permits or licenses It issued pursuant to the franchise. The

t NTC may recommend to Congress the revocation of the franchise for any violation of the provisions
' of this’ franchlse

SEC. 4. Responsibility to the Public. - The grantee shall strictly comply with the provisions of

. the Constitution, statutes, rules and regulations, including labor laws and standards. The grantee shall
provide, free of charge, adequate public service time which Is reasonable and sufficlent to enable the

government, through the broadcasting stations or facilities of the grantee, to reach the pertinent

' populations or portions thereof, on Important public Issues and. relay Important public

anhouncements and warnings concerning public emergencies and calamities, as necesslty, urgency or
law may require; provide at all times sound and balanced programming; promote public participation;
assistin the functions of publlc information and education, conform to the ethics of honest enterprise;
promote audlence senslbility and empowerment Including closed captioning; and not use its stations
or facilities for the broadcasting of obscene or indecent language, speech, act or scene, the

- dissemination of deliberately false information or willful misrepresentation, to the detrlment of public

interest or ta incite, encourage, or asslst in subverslve or treasonable acts.

* Public service time refetred to herein shall be equivalent to @ maximum aggregate of ten

- percent (10%) of pald commercials or advertisements which shall be allocated based on need to the

Executive and Legislative branches, the Judiciary, Constitutional Commissions, and international

. humanitartan: ‘organizations duly recognized by statutes: Provided, That the NTC shall increase the

“publicservice time in case of extreme emergency or calamity. The NTC shall issue rules and regulations

for this purpose, the effectivity of which.shall commence upon applicabrlity with other similarly
sltuated broadcast network franchise holders. )

Pursuant to Repubhc Act No. 8370, ‘otherwise known as the "Children s Television Act of
19977, the grantee shall allota minimum of fifteen percent (15%).of the dally total air time of each

o broadcastlng network or statlon to ch!ld-friendly shows wlthln its regular programming.

. . SEC.5. Right of the Government ~The radio spectrumis a fmlte resource that is part of the -
national patrimony, and the use thereof Is a privllege conferred upon the grantee by the State that

may be withdrawn any time after due process.

~Aspecial rig_ht is hereby reserved to the President of the Philippines, in times of war, rebellion,
public peril, calamity, emergency, disaster, or dlsturbance of peace and order, to temporarily take over -

..and operate the stations or facllitles of the grantee, to temporarily suspend the operation of any
) . station or facllity in the interest of public safety, security and public welfare; or to authorize the
’ temporary use and operation thereof by any agency of the government, upon due compensation to

the grantee, for the use of sald statlons or facilities durmg the period when these shall be so operated.

. SEC. 6. Term of Franchise. - This franchlse shall be in effect for a penod of twenty—flve (25)

,_year's from the effectivity of this Act, unless sooner .revoked or cancelled. This franchise shall be -
deemed Ipso facto revoked in the event the grantee falls to operate continuously for two (2) years.

SEC. 7, Self-regulaﬂon by and Undertaklng of Grantee. — The grantee shall not requlre any
previous censorship of any speech, play, actorscene, or other matterto be broadcast from its stations,
but If any such speech play, act.or sceng, or other matter should constitute a violation of the lawor

- ;lnfrlngement ofa private nght, the grantee shall be free from -any liability, civil or crimlnal for such '

speech, play, act or scene, or other matter: Provided, That the grantee, durlng any broadcast, shall cut

" off the airing of speech, play, act or scene, or other matter being broadcast if the tendency thereof is
T to propose and/or incite treason, rebellion or sedltlon, or the Ianguage used therein or the theme
thareof is lndecent or immaral.
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-.'Provided That in cases where public offer of shares Is.not applicable, other methods of encouragmg

publlc participation by citizens and’ corporations operating public utilitles must be’ Implemented .

- Noncomphance thereofshall render the. franchise ipso facto revoked.

SEC 12, Reportarlol Requlrement -~ The grantee shall submlt an annual report on its

e ?compllance with the terms and conditions of the franchise and on its operations to the Congress of - .
i the Phillppines, through the Committee on Legislative Franchises of the House of Representativesand - -’
. the Committee on Publlc Services of the Senate, on or hefore April 30 of & every year durlng the term of -

'.;-.-.'lts franchlse D A

The annual report shall lnclude an update on the roll-out, development operation. and/or'_

"'f"expansion of- buslness, aydited financlal statements;. latest GIS. offlcially. submitted to’ the SEC, If -
applicable, certlfimtlon of the NTC on the status of Its- permits and operations, and an update on the.'

. ‘The reportorial compllance certlﬁcate issued by Congress shall be requlred before: any

SEC 13 Fine. - Failure of the grantee to submlt the requlslte annual report to Congress shall

penaltles lmposed by the NTC and the same shall be remltted to the Bureau of the Treasury. _

SEC 14 Equality Clause. - Any advantage, favor, privllege, exemptron, or immumty granted
under existmg franchlses, or which may hereafter be granted for radio and/or television broadcasting, -

. _-26. - upon prior review and, .approval of Congress, shall become partof this franchise and shall be accorded .
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v lmmediately and unconditronally to the hereln grantee: Provided, That the foregoing shall neither -

apply to nor affect the provlsions of broadcasting franchlses concerning territorial coverage, the term,
'or the type of service aUthorlzed by the franchlse S

SEC. 15. Repealoblllty and Nonexciuslwty Clause Thls franchlse shall be subject to

‘amendment alteration, or repeal by the ‘Congress of the. Philipplnes when the public interest so
5 requlres and shall not be lnterpreted as an exclusive grant of the privileges herein provided for.

SEC. 16 Separabillty Clause. lf any of the sections or provlslons of this Act s held lnvalld all
other provisions not affected thereby shall remaln valid. .

SEC 17 Repealing Clause <All laws; decrees, orders, resolutions, instructions, . rules and

) :regulations, and other Issuances or parts thereof which are Inconsistent with the provisions of this Act

L _;"_‘7',rare hereby repealed amended, or modiﬂed accordrngly
X S
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SEC. 18 bffectlvlty -Thls Act shall take effect f‘fteen {15) days after Its publicatlon In the .
Offlclal Gazatte or ina newspaper of general circulatlon .

Approved



