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EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE )
REPUBLIC OF THE PNILIPPINES )
)

Second Regular Session
SENATE
p.S.R. No. 584
Introduced by SENATOR RISA HONTIVEROS BILLS

INDEX,

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEE TO
CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE
PROCEDURAL OR INSTITUTIONAL BOTTLENECKS THAT PREVENTED THE
TIMELY RELEASE OF THE COVID-19 HAZARD PAY AND SPECIAL RISK
ALLOWANCE RIGHTLY DESERVED BY THE COUNTRY'S VALIANT FRONT
LINERS IN ORDER TO PREVENT FURTHER PROBLEMS IN THE RELFASE OF
THEIR WELL-DESERVED COMPENSATION AND TO AVOID MAKING THE SAME
MISTAKES IN THE FUTURE

WHEREAS, as of 9 August 2020, 5,551 heakh workers have contracted COVID-19 in
the line of duty, where 4,902 of our health front kners recovered and 39 of lost their
lives while saving others';

WHEREAS, one of our medical front liners who bravely reported to work despite the
unsafe workplace, longer hours, and constant danger was Theresa Cruz, whose death
expased the harsh reality of working and dying as 3 medical front liner;

WHEREAS, the compensation of Theresa Cruz that was expected by her family differed
greatly from the amount that her daughter received, from an estimated 30,000
worth of hazard pay to a paitry ~ 7,000%;

WHEREAS, it was revealed that the expected 500 per day harard pay of Theresa
Cruz was adually worth 64 per day after all deductions were made’, which is
miniscule compared to the hazards that her work exposed her to;

WHEREAS, Secretary Roque, in response to Theresa Cruz’ death, promised that
“sisiguraduhin natin na ang ganitong deay 3y hindi mangyayari” * and emphasizing that
all medical front liners will receive their hazard pay and other benefits on time’;

WHEREAS, as recent as 20 November 2020, UP Philippine General Hospital's (UP PGH)
workers and front liners have denounced the glacial pace of the release of their long-
awaited COVID-19 benefits®, which includes @  500/day hazard pay for all heatth
workers and a one-time Spedal Risk Aliowance that were mandated by Malacafiang’s
Administrative Order (AQ) 26 and 28 respectively;

WHEREAS, 2 few days before the UP PGH's denouncement, AC 35 was issued and lald
out the guidelines for the release of 3 monthiy active hazard duty pay of upto 3,000
for frontline workers’ that ks in addition to any existing hazard pay and/or allowance,
hazard duty pay, special risk alliowance or any similar benefits;
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WHEREAS, the Department of Health's (DOH) lack of funds was presented as an
exuse for the unpaid hazard pay, which was estimated tobe at ~ 108.2 miflion®;
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the hospital’s efforts to tak with the Department of Budget and Management to
determine the source of funds for the hazard pay’s release led to an unsatisfactory and
unconscionable condlusion: the DBM cannct favorably act on the requested SRA and
hazard pay of UP PGH;

WHEREAS, the fund needed to properly compensate the UP PGH front Iners s
approdmately 49 mikion®, 3 small price to pay for the service they continue to give
the country and for tirelessly and unwaveringly holding the line for the rest of us;

. NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the
Senate direct the appropriate Senate Committee to conduct an Investigation, In aid of
legisiation, on the procedural or institutional bottienecks that prevented the timely
release of the COVID-19 Hazard Pay and Spexial Risk Aliowance rightly deserved by the
country’s vakiant front liners in order to prevent further problems in the release of their
well-deserved compensation and to avoid making the same mistakes in the future.

Adopted,

T
Senator

'Wzmmm mwdwuommwd
budget-and sunegement -dbm-en-the-relsme-of
'?:IMMWMWMMHW

- D : .

*tps vk 2o pV 2020V 1 L2 lad-funds-for- hazand poy-Sonefty ol pgi health wahery recsy

2




