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MR. PRESIDENT:

The Committee on Foreign Relations to which was referred P.S. Res. No. 
130, introduced by Senator Francis "Tol" N. Tolentino, entitled:

"RESOLUTION
URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO COORDINATE WITH 

THE IRANIAN AUTHORITIES TO INQUIRE ON THE CONDITION OF THE 
TWELVE (12) FILIPINO SEAMEN ARRESTED BY THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF 

IRAN IN THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ AND TO SECURE THEIR RELEASE"

has considered the same and has the honor to report it back to the Senate with the 

recommendation that it be archived considering that its subject matter had already 

been resolved by the Department of Foreign Affairs together with other concerned 

government agencies, and that all of the twelve (12) Filipino seamen had already 

returned to the Philippines between December 2019 and January 2020 and were all 
provided with necessary legal and financial assistance.
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P. S. RES. No.130

Introduced by Senator Francis "Tol" N. Tolentino

RESOLUTION
URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO COORDINATE WITH 

THE IRANIAN AUTHORITIES TO INQUIRE ON THE CONDITION OF THE 

TWELVE (12) FILIPINO SEAMEN ARRESTED BY THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF 

IRAN IN THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ AND TO SECURE THEIR RELEASE

WHEREAS, Section 3, Article XIII of the 1987 Constitution states that the 

State shall afford full protection to labor, local and overseas;

WHEREAS, the Philippines and Iran have an established bilateral diplomatic 

relationship with the presence of embassies in each other's capitals;

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2016, the Philippines and the Islamic Republic of 
Iran successfully concluded the Sixth Joint Consular Consultation Meeting (6th PH- 

Iran JCCM) in Tehran, Iran which covered the issue of exchange/swapping of 
prisoners, among others;

WHEREAS, both the Philippines and Iran are parties to the Maritime Labour 
Convention which entered into force last August 20, 2013 which provides that State 

members shall ensure the protection and promotion of seafarers' employment rights;



WHEREAS, on September 8, 2019, the Department of Foreign Affairs has 

confirmed reports that a tugboat, carrying 283,900 iiters of petroi worth 22.2 Miiiion 

Doiiars, operated by Fiiipino crew has been seized in the Persian Guif1;

WHEREAS, the arrest of the tugboat with tweive (12) Filipino crew members 

was due to the aiieged invoivement of the vessei in oil smuggling2;

WHEREAS, this is the second time that Rlipino seafarers onboard an oil 
carrier were apprehended in the Persian Gulf;

WHEREAS, on July 19, 2019, UK oil tanker MT Stena Impero, which had a 

Filipino seafarer onboard, was seized by Iranian authorities for breaking international 
maritime rules3;

WHEREAS, there is a need to ensure the safety of Filipino seafarers as they 

are key contributors to our economy, the Filipino community and their respective 

families;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved, that the 

Department of Foreign Affairs should coordinate with the Iranian Authorities to 

inquire on the condition of the twelve (12) Filipino Seamen arrested by Iran in the 

Strait of Hormuz and to secure their release.

Adopted,

IGIS-^TOL" N. TOLENTINO
Senator

1 CNN Philippines: Tugboat operated by Fiiipino crew seized in Iran for alleged oil smuggling, September 8, 
2019. https://www.cnnphilippines.eom/news/2019/9/8/Filipino-crew-tugboat-lran-seizcd.html

2 Id.

3 ADSCBN: 12 Filipino crew held, as Iran seizes ship for alleged fuel smuggling, September 7, 2019. 
https://news.abs-cbn.eom/ovcrseas/09/07/19/iran-scizes-ship-for-ailegcd-fucl-smuggling-in-gulf-holds- 
12-fiiipino-crew

https://www.cnnphilippines.eom/news/2019/9/8/Filipino-crew-tugboat-lran-seizcd.html
https://news.abs-cbn.eom/ovcrseas/09/07/19/iran-scizes-ship-for-ailegcd-fucl-smuggling-in-gulf-holds-12-fiiipino-crew
https://news.abs-cbn.eom/ovcrseas/09/07/19/iran-scizes-ship-for-ailegcd-fucl-smuggling-in-gulf-holds-12-fiiipino-crew

