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COMMITTEE REPORT No. 370

Submitted by the Committees on Cultural Communities; and on Women, Children,

Family Relations and Gender Equality on __Dec 06 2021

RE: Senate Bill No. 2081

Recommending the approval of Senate Bill No. 2081 with amendments, taking into

consideration House Bill No. 8249

Sponsor: Senator Imee R. Marcos

MR. PRESIDENT:

The Committees on Cultural Communities; and on Women Children, Family
Relations and Gender Equality, to which were referred Senate Bill No. 2081

introduced by Senator Juan Miguel F. Zubiri, entitled:

“AN ACT
DECLARING THE FIRST DAY OF FEBRUARY OF EVERY YEAR
AS NATIONAL HIJAB DAY AND PROMOTING AN
UNDERSTANDING OF THE MUSLIM TRADITION OF WEARING
A HIJAB”



and taking into consideration House Bill No. 8249, introduced by Representatives
Sangcopan, Balindong, Sinsuat, Dimaporo (M.K.), Savellano, Dimaporo (A.), Guya,

Adiong, Hataman and Nieto, entitled:

“AN ACT
DECLARING THE FIRST DAY OF FEBRUARY OF EVERY YEAR
AS NATIONAL HIJAB DAY AND PROMOTING AN
UNDERSTANDING OF THE MUSLIM TRADITION OF WEARING
A HIJAB”

have considered the same and have the honor to report it back to the Senate with the
recommendation that Senate Bill No. 2081, taking into consideration House Bill

No. 8249, be approved with the following amendments:

1) On page 1, line 8, delete the phrase “and chest”;

2) On the same page and line, delete the word “beyond” and replace with
the phrase "UPON ATTAINMENT OF”;

3) On the same page, line 11, after the word “modesty.”, insert a new
sentence "FOR THE PURPOSE OF PREPARING THE FEMALE CHILD ON THE
WAY OF ISLAM, THEY ARE ENCOURAGED TO WEAR HIJAB EVEN BEFORE
THEY REACH THE AGE OF PUBERTY.”;

4) On the same page, line 12, delete the word “AHjjab/" and replace with
the word “MUTAHAJJIBAH’;

5) On the same page and line, italicize the word “hijab”;
6) On the same page, lines 14 to 15, replace the entire sub-paragraph (a.)

with a new sub-paragraph (a.) to read as follows: “TO ENCOURAGE NON-
WEARING MUSLIM AND NON-MUSLIM WOMEN TO WEAR HIJAB DURING




THE CELEBRATION OF THE NATIONAL HIJAB DAY TO BE IN UNITY WITH
THE MUTAHAJJIBAH AND EXPERIENCE THE VIRTUE IN WEARING IT;";

7) On the same page, line 18, delete the word “Ajjab/ " and replace with
the word “MUTAHAJJIBAH ",

8) On page 2, line 7, delete the word “Hijabis™
italicized word " MUTAHAJJIBAHS ",

and replace with the

9) On the same page, line 8, the uppercase letter “H” in the first “ Hjjabt"

word shall be replaced with a lowercase “h”; and

10)  On the same page, line 14, insert a comma (,) after the word “hjjat”
and thereafter insert the phrase "IN CONSULTATION WITH THE BANGSAMORO
WOMEN COMMISSION”.
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Chairpersons mmm/
SEN. RISA HONTIVEROS SEN. IMEE R. MARCOS

Committee on Women, Children, Family Committee on Cultural Communities

Relations and Gender Equality Member, Committee on Women,
Children, Famify Relations and
Gender Equality

Members
Ha 8. Cogbens
SEN. PIA S. CAYETANO SEN.

Committee on Women, Children, Family — Committee on Cultural Communities
Relations and Gender Equality

. GRACE SEN. MARIA LOURDES NANCY S. BINAY
mmittee on Women, Children, Family — Committee on Cultural Communities

elations and Gender Equality Committee on Women, Children, Family
Relations and Gender Equality

,'/Zz\/)/é\ | /U M‘/\ %_/

j 24
SEN. CYNTHIA A. VILLA SEN. SONNY ANGARA

7 / , “hildren, Faily
Cormmittee on women, C hilc ; : -
A’: Jations and Gender Equalily Committee on Cultural Communities

SEN. WH %@%Ak / SEN. RONALD(“BATO” DELA ROSA -
Committee on Women, Children, Family Committee on Cultura) Communities

Relations and Gender Equalily Committee on Women, Children, Family
Relations and Gender Equality

SEN. : ON
Committee on Cultural Communities




Ny

-~

’(&«M{“_
SEN. I'I1LLA M. DI, LIMA

Committee on Cultural Communities
Committee on Women, Children, Family
Relations and Gender Equality

( )

SO

I/ S 4

SEN. RALPH ﬁ./ €TO
President Pro-Tempore

/
ot
/
L}

o / 4
L /

o

SEN. _,a.‘.;;—';l"l};&ﬂlhiéusi_ F. ZUBIRI

e Ex O, jio Members

SEN.FRANKLIN

Majority Leader Minority Leader

HON. VICENTE C. SOTTO III
Senate President




EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE )
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )
Second Regular Session )

21 MR -2 P4:04
SENATE

Senate Bill'No. -—2-O—§i RECEH 02 0 E\f )

Introduced by Senator Juan Miguel F. Zubiri

AN ACT
DECLARING THE FIRST DAY OF FEBRUARY OF EVERY YEAR AS NATIONAL
HIJAB DAY AND PROMOTING AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE MUSLIM
TRADITION OF WEARING A HIJAB

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article III, Section 5 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution affirms that No law shall be made
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. The free
exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination or
preference, shall forever be allowed. No religious test shall be required for the exercise
of civil or political rights.

The wearing of a hijab is every Muslim woman'’s right. It has been explained in the holy
book of Qur-an that it is imperative upon every Muslim woman to guard their chastity
and modesty. The hijab is not just a piece of clothing, it is a way of life.

This measure aims to raise awareness and to stop the stigma that is associated with
wearing a hijab. It also intends to clear misconceptions about the hijab being a symbol
of oppression. Across the globe, Muslim women wearing the hijab face discrimination by
being labeled terrorists. In some countries, even some institutions in the country, wearing
a hijab in public spaces is prohibited, thus trampling on their rights to exercise and
practice their religion.

This bill seeks to protect the religious freedom of our Filipino Muslim sisters as we join
190 nations around the world in celebrating February 1 of every year as the National
Hijab Day. This is in recognition of millions of Muslimh women who choose to wear the
hijab.

In view of the foregoing, the swift passage of this bill is earnestly sought.

UAN MIGUEL F. ZUBIRI
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Introduced by Senator Juan Miguel F. Zubiri

AN ACT
DECLARING THE FIRST DAY OF FEBRUARY OF EVERY YEAR AS NATIONAL
HIJAB DAY AND PROMOTING AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE MUSLIM

- TRADITION OF WEARING A HIJAB

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

Section. 1. Short Title. - The first day of February of every year is hereby
declared as “National Hijab Day.”

Sec. 2. Declaration of Policy. - The State recognizes the role of women in
nation-building, and shall ensure the fundamental equality of women and men before the
law. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without
discrimination and or preference, shall be forever allowed.

Sec 3. Definition of Terms. - As used in this Act, “hijab” refers to a veil that
covers the head and chest, which is particularly worn by a Muslim female beyond the age
of puberty in the presence of adult males outside of their immediate family. It may further
refer to any head, face, or body covering worn by Muslim women that conforms to a
certain standard of modesty. '

Hijabi refers to a Muslim woman wearing the hijab.

Sec. 4. Objectives.

a.) To encourage Muslim and non-Muslim women to wear the hjab and experience
the virtue in wearing it;

b.) To remove the misconception of wearing the hijab that has been misunderstood
as a symbol of oppression, terrorism and lack of freedom;

!

c.) To stop discrimination against Muslim hijabi;

d.) To protect the freedom of religion and the right of Muslim women to practice their
religion;
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e.) To promote and deepen understanding amongst non-Muslims about the value of
wearing a hijab as an act of modesty and dignity of Muslim women;

f.) To promote appreciation for diversity in expression of oneself and one's faith and
religion, and

g.) To promote tolerance and acceptance of other lifestyles amongst the citizenry.

Sec. 5. Awareness Program. - The National Hijab Day shall be observed every
first day of February to showcase Hijabis’ rights and the Muslim tradition of wearing a
Hijab. Muslim and non-Muslim women shall be encouraged to don the hijjab on this day.

Government institutions, schools, and the private sector shall be encouraged to
observe this event in a manner that promotes understanding and awareness among its
employees and students of the objective of the campaign.

" Sec. 6. Implementing Agency. - The National Commission on Muslim Filipinos
(NCMF) is hereby mandated as the lead agency in promoting and raising consciousness
about the practice of wearing a hijab. It shall conduct activities that shall aim to deepen
understanding of the hijab as a lifestyle choice amongst Muslim women. Towards this
end, it may conduct fora, information dissemination campaigns and other educational
drive to effectively meet the objectives of this Act.

Sec. 7. Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its
publication in the Official Gazette or in a newspaper of general circulation. '

Approved,



